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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
tata trade received at the Canadian Government 

Jati q to Trade. Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
peeting information may be obtained. 


~\ Home Enquiries.—Inquiry is made for the names of Canadian 
firms who require the services of a representative or sole agent, 
who can provide office accommodation and promote the interests of 
his principals in the English markets. _ 
' A Liverpool firm is willing to act as agents in the north of 
England for a Canadian exporter of furniture wood. 

A firm of metal brokers in South Wales ask’ for names of 
Canadian firms having metal residues for disposal. 


Canadian Enquiry—A Canadian house largely interested in a 
company now being formed for the manufacture of wood pulp on an 
extensive scale, asks to be placed in communication with persons 
enquiring for the product. 


650 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [June 20, 196], 


Openings for British Trade. 


Foreign Enquiry.—A firm in Hamburg having a large outlet for 
evaporated apples, canned lobsters, &c., desires to be placed in 
communication with Canadian shippers of these goods and other 
products suitable for the German market. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
biteten Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 

Curator of which Section further particulars 
relating to Trade. may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries——A Midlands house claiming a large connection 
among boot and shoe manufacturers is prepared to act as agent for 
Canadian manufacturers of leather seeking to develop export 
trade. 

A firm in a good position to deal in wood handles desires to be 

laced in communication with Canadian makers of D and crutch 
shovel handles. ; 

Canadian Enquiries—A British Columbia company wishes to 
hear from United Kingdom importers of pickled salmon. 

A Nova Scotian firm possessing deposits of plumbago and 
tripolite asks to be placed in communication with buyers of these 
minerals. Quotations f.o.b. Halifax. 


ZANZIBAR. 


A letter has been received at the Association of Chambers of 
Commerce of the United Kingdom from the 
Samples of ~ cog Foreign Office, enclosing the following despatch 
from Zanzibar. = sent to H.M. Agent and Consul-General at 
- Zanzibar respecting samples of wood :— 
Mombasa, 
“13th April, 1901. 


“‘Sm,—I have the honour to send, under separate cover, 10 
samples of wood obtained by Mr. Macdougall from a forest near 
Arabuku in the Malindi District. I also transmit herewith a state- 
ment showing the approximate amount of solid timber to be 
obtained from each kind of tree, as per samples, when it has 
reached a mature stage. 

“TI am informed that the forest above referred to is about 15 
miles long by 6 miles broad. Different qualities of timber, in 
addition to the samples sent, can be obtained from the forest, 
therefore would it not be worth the outlay of some enterprising 
firm to send an expert from home to judge if it is worth the trouble 
to negotiate with H.M. Government to obtain a concession to work 
the same ? 

“Should the Foreign Office not be able to obtain anybody at 
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present to risk the experiment, I ask with deference that the 
samples of wood be forwarded to some exhibition or well-known 
museum, to advertise what appears to me to be a valuable natural 
product of the Seyyidieh Province, though in saying this I do not 
put myself forward as a judge. 
(Signed) “J. W. Trirron.” 

Enclosed in the foregoing letter :— 

‘Memorandum of size of timber found in Arabuku Forest in 
Malindi District— 


“No. 1. Mgambo ... Length about 40 ft. by 18 ins. square. 
,, .3. Bamba-Koji ... 
» 9 Mgurure_... 6 


(Signed) K, MacpovuGaLL, 
* District Officer.” 
The samples have been forwarded to the Association of 
Chambers of Commerce for the use of any Chamber desiring to 
see them. 


RUSSIA. 


The British Vice-Consul at Kertch thinks that the institution of 
permanent exhibitions of British goods would 


“ory: agi greatly extend British trade in Russia. 
Kertch, The market is at present too small to encourage 


first-class firms to enter into direct trade with 
Kertch, but an enterprising British commission agent or shop- 
keeper might, it is said, do well if he could reconcile himself to the 
local conditions. Among goods which would probably find a ready 
sale the following may be mentioned: Ice-machines for household 
use, tweeds, serges and dress-stuffs, salted and smoked herrings 
and other preserved goods suitable as hors d’euvres, hardware, 
crockery and glass, cheap bicycles, cheap pianos, Australian and 
Cape wines, fruit from the British colonies. The Vice-Consul 
adds that the profits made by middlemen are so great that almost 
any article of general use would find a ready sale at a fair price. 

H.M. Consul at Taganrog, in his recent report to the Foreign 
Office, states that the abdve remarks of the British Vice-Consul at 
Kertch are applicable to the whole of the district. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,613.) ‘ 
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— ournal” for 5th April, , respecting the 
pyre ee tenders invited by the Municipality of Marfupol, 
at Mariu 4 for the construction and working of an electric 
po tramway, and the installation of electric light 
in that town, the British Vice-Consul at Mariupol reports that 
the Municipality are still open for tenders. Waterworks are also 
under consideration. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the 
Foreign Office, any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,613.) 


With reference to the notice on p. 451 of the ‘“ Board of Trade 
earl Journal” for 29th November last, the British 
gp oo gl Vice-Consul at Kertch reports that the contract 
Y for electric lighting and tramways in that: town 
at Kertch. 
has not yet been given out. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office, any day between the hours of 1] a.m. and 5 p.m. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,613.) 


NORWAY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
teeter from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, 
Railway Material, ‘ting that tenders are invited by the Norwegian 
y State Railways Administration, to be received 
not later than the 26th June, for the supply of six narrow-gauge 
goods trucks, letter L. 
Drawings and conditions of tender may be inspected at the 
office of the Director of the Engineering Department of the State 
Railways at Christiania. 


A despatch dated 29th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office, 
from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, 
reporting that on the 28th ult., the Storthing 
N - unanimously passed the following motion :— 
by oh — “That the Norwegian Government be desired 
to accept in preference tenders from Norwegian 
firms, when giving the larger orders for materials, bridges, &c., for 
the Norwegian Public Works Department, Army and Navy, &c.” 
The mover of the motion, Mr. Broch, stated that in his opinion 
foreign firms often underbid Norwegian tenderers with the sole 
object of damaging them ; or to obtain a small contract—e.g., a few 
railway trucks—in order to style themselves “ By appointment to 
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the Norwegian State Railways.” Bad times made greater pro- 
tection desirable for Norwegian firms. 

The Minister for Public Works supported Mr. Broch’s motion. 
He did not consider the present Customs duties, which averaged 
about 10 per cent, sufficient protection under the circumstances 
and advocated in addition a rule that foreign tenders should be 


_ up to 15 per cent. under Norwegian offers, or 25 per cent. cheaper 
in all, 


The Minister for War also supported the motion, and other 
speakers advocated greater protection on the grounds of the 
present high taxation and a desire to stop emigration. 

The chief industries to which reference was made in the debate 
as requiring special protection were those for the manufacture of 
telephones, trucks and locomotives, projectiles and ammunition, 


and in general factories likely to tender for Railway and Army and 
Navy contracts. 


FRANCE. 


H.M. Consul at Bordeaux, in a recent report to the Foreign Office, 
—" states that, with regard to the trade of Bordeaux, 
Opening for — it must be noted that in whatever state the com- 


“ea ne merce of the city may be, there are being 
Ive constructed and opened more and more of 


the huge establishments on the principle of the 
Louvre and Bon Marché at Paris. There are not less than half- 
a-dozen of these great general stores now in Bordeaux, which do 
an immense daily turnover trade, selling everything from tin tacks 
to sealskin cloaks, and commercial travellers should make « point 
of introducing their goods into these establishments, for they are 
swallowing up all the smaller shops and their trade, and being 
cash establishments they make no bad debts. With energy on the 
part of travellers, British goods of every description should find a 
ready sale in these huge bazaars. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,612.) 


The British Vice-Consul at Pauillac reports that the company 
formed for the purpose of constructing and 

carrying on the ironworks, known “La 
Sot Société des Hauts-Fournaux de Pauillac,” was 
England. constituted in June, 1898, with a capital of 
100,000/., which was subsequently increased to 

200,0007. The professed object of these metallurgic works is 
the manufacture of special castings from iron ore of the Pyrenees 
and Spain. In furtherance of this scheme the company obtained 
the concession of mines in the Eastern Pyrenees. The works 
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include two blast furnaces, which are. estimated to consume 
90,000 tons of coke per annum. The coke will be produced 
on the premises by means of 60 Coppée ovens, and it is 
proposed to employ for this purpose British coal only. The yearly 
quantity that will be required is estimated at 110,000 tons. It is 
calculated that each blast furnace will ensure a daily production 
of 90 tons of pig-iron and 130 tons of other castings. There is a 
subordinate factory for the extraction of chemical products from 
coal, This department is expected to yield 3,000 tons of coal tar 
and 100 tons of sulphate of ammonia per annum. (Foreign Office, 
Anuual Series, 2,612.) 


SPAIN. 


The “Madrid Gazette” of 11th inst. contains a notice granting a 
a concession to the Sociedad Minera de Villaodrid 
~ age to construct a metal pier for the shipment of 

an ‘ron *1er. —_ minerals at the point known as Puerto Estrecho, 
to the north of Ribadeo, Province of Bilbao. The concession is 
made on condition that the pier is for the private use of the 


company. 


The ‘“ Madrid Gazette” of 12th inst. contains a notice granting a 
* tr STO concession to the Sociedad Fernandez Arroyo, 
Two Piers Arana and Company to construct two mineral 

‘ wharves at the points known as Las Alma- 

drabillas and Pozos Negros, in the outer port of Almeria, with 
which the railway from the Montserrat Station is to be connected. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 15th inst. contains a notice stating that 

Sesidines: Gee no result having followed the competition 

Prison Clothi announced in the “Gazette ” of 10th ult. for the 

on Clothing. supply of 2,000 suits of linen drill (see “ Board 

of Trade Journal ” of 16th ult., p. 354), tenders are again asked for 

in accordance with the previous notice, and will be opened on the 
Ath prox. at 3 p.m. 


The “Madrid Gazette” of 16th inst. contains a notice inviting 
Ne a proposals under certain conditions to be sent in 
House for Cadiz. within 60 days for the establishment and 
working of a municipal electric power house in 

Cadiz. 

The “Gazettes” containing the above notices may be seen 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. . 
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GREECE. 


The British Vice-Consul at, Laurium reports that 
mining tools are principally imported from 
and Belgium, states’ that it is a 
Mining Tools, snatter of regret that British firms should not 
derive more advantage from the possibilities presented in his 
district of a good trade. British-made implements of all kinds on 
account of their excellent quality might easily obtain preference, 
and more technical information as to the wants of the district in 
this connection would be readily supplied from the Vice-Consulate. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,614.) 


MEXICO. 


The “ Railway Age” (New York) of 24th ult. announces that the 

South-Western Railway Company of Yucatan 
Railway Material. has completed arrangements with the Mexican 

Government for building a railroad 300 miles 
long from Peto, in the interior of Yucatan, to the Bay of Espiritu, 
with a branch to the Bay of Ascension, and from Valladolid to a 
point on the Peto line. One-third of the capital stock is held in 
New York. 


PHILIPPINES. 


In “Bradstreet’s” for the 8th inst. it is announced that the 
Division of Insular Affairs of the War Depart- 
; ment has received specifications for dredging 
Dredging the in the Pasig River (Philippines). ‘Tenders will 
—— be received at the engineer’s office in Manila 
until 1st August next. The work to be done includes about 
825,000 cubic yards of dredging in mud, sand and shells to the 
depth of 18 feet. Tenders must be accompanied by a bond for 
3,000 dols. gold (625/.). 


Tenders for 


SUGGESTIONS ‘AS TO FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


A letter has been received at the Association of Chambers of 
Commerce of the United Kingdom, from the Foreign Office, in- 
viting the Association to make suggestions as to special subjects 
upon which British Consuls might be requested to report. 
Attention is drawn in the letter to the increasing use by British 
manufacturers of the information contained in the reports on the 
trade and industries of various countries annually issued by the 
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Foreign Office, and the suggestion is made that such reports 
would be still more valuable if H.M. Consular and Diplomatic 
Officers were more frequently called upon to furnish reports upon 
specific subjects. It is difficult for that Department to take the 
initiative in choosing subjects for separate reports unless suggestions 
are received from commercial men or associations, and the Foreign 
Office therefore requests the Association to point out to the various 
Chambers of Commerce in the United Kingdom how valuable 
suggestions from them might be as to special subjects of interest 
upon which H.M. Consular Officers might be directed to report. 


THE QUEBRACHO WOOD INDUSTRY OF ARGENTINA. 


The following particulars of the Quebracho industry in Argentina 
are taken from a recent report of the Acting British Consul at 
Buenos Ayres :— 

Quebracho Colorado (red quebracho) is a hard wocd which 
has been used with marked success in all the principal tanneries 
on the Continent of Europe for some eight or ten years past, and 
is now coming into general use in the United States of North 
America. 

The following figures show how the export of quebracho wood 
from the Argentine Republic has increased during the last nine 
years, viz. :— 


Year. | Quantity. 
Tons. 


1900 ... ons ose 225,000 


The quebracho tree, known to exporters as Gran Chaco quality, 
is found in a large belt of forest which commences at the Fives 
Lille Station in the province of Santa Fé, and runs due north to 
the 26th parallel of latitude. This belt of quebracho forest is 
about 15 to 20 miles in width, and is situated on the west bank 
of the River Parané at a distance of several miles from this 
river. The largest works are at Calchaqui. Guampita, Espin, 
Vera, Colmena, Garaboto, Golondrina, and other stations on the 
line of railway recently purchased by a French company from the 
Santa Fé Government. 

Quebracho Colorado is also found in Corrientes and the intericr_ 
provinces of the Argentine Republic, but it contains a sira'lec 
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percentage of tannin than the Gran Chaco wood, and is, therefore, 
not exported, but a ready sale is found for it in the Argentine 
Republic for railway sleepers, piles for wharves and bridges and 
for rafters of buildings. The durability of piles and sleepers is 
vouched for by such authorities as Monsieur J. Courau, Director 
of the Santa Fé Railways, and Herr Eduard Muller of Buenos 
Ayres, and corroborated by the managers and engineers of all the 
principal English railway companies in the Argentine Republic. 

The Gran Chass wood, exported for tanning purposes, is shipped 
in ~ form of logs from which the bark and sap-wood have been 
peeled. 

The best Gran Chaco wood gives the leather a clear, light 
yellow tint and considerably increases its weight. Very good 
results are said to be obtained by mixing quebracho with hemlock, 
oak, gambier, and other tanning materials, by which the expense 
of tanning sole leather is considerably reduced. 

The method of employing quebracho for tanning purposes is 
ably set forth by Herr Eduard Muller in his pamphlet on the 
subject, and he gives the following comparative analysis :— 


Per cent. 
Quebracho wood from the Gran Chaco Tannic Acid 22 to 28 
Empedrado ... 18 ,, 20 
Santiago del Estero ... iis - 10 ,, 17 


The specific weight of the poorer kinds of quebracho wood is 
about 20 to 30 per cent. less than that of quebracho from the 
Gran Chaco. 

For some years the quebracho forests have been worked in a 
very primitive manner, but lately two important factories for the 
manufacture of extract of quebracho have been erected in the 
Argentine Republic with German capital, and are working night 
and day and said to be giving splendid results, and British, French, 
and North American companies are now considering the advisability 
of putting up similar factories on a large scale. 

Experiments have been made in Germany, France, Spain, and 
the United States with quebracho sleepers for railways, and most 
satisfactory reports are coming forward regarding their uses and 
lasting properties. 

The principal port for the shipment of Gran Chaco quebracho is 
that of Colastiné in the province of Santa Fé. 

The value of quebracho sleepers exported in 1900 amounted to 
47,0001.; in 1899, to 3,0001.; of quebracho extract in 1900, to 
119,2001.; in 1899, to 63,4001.; of quebracho logs in 1900, to 
479,6001.; in 1899, to 318,8001. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,615.) 
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In a report recently issued by the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul 
at. Bordeaux writes as follows on the French wine industry of 
1900 :— 

The French. vintage of 1900 is calculated to have given 
1,481,758,542 gallons, which is an increase of 427,789,582 gallons 
over the vintage of 1899, and of 771,554,542 gatlons above that of 
1898, It has only been surpassed in quantity by the vintages of 
1865 and 1869. 

The reconstitution of the vineyards, which was apparent in 
only 32 departments in 1899, was increased in 50 departments in 
1900, and the vines under cultivation in the latter vear exceeded 
those in the former year by 80,844 acres, the total area under 
cultivation in 1900 being 4,275,944 acres. 

» The average yield per acre in 1900 was 346 gallons, or an 
increase of 95 gallons per acre over 1899. 

The vintage of the Bordeaux Consular district was by far the 
largest of the century and surpassed the celebrated vintage of 1893 
by 37,319,184 gallons. The following table gives the quantity of 
wine produced in the 13 departments forming the Consular 
district of Bordeaux in 1900 and the two previous years :-— 


Annual Yield of Wine. 


| 1898, 1899. 1900. 

| Gallons. Gallons. Gallons. 
Gironde 51,824,190 76,531,576 126,244,954 
Dordogne ... «5,902,996 13,026,288 23,801,960 
Gers ... 19,607,280 33,786,940 
Lot and Garonne ws er ibe 8,416,364 11,492,140 17,715,280 
Landes 4,592,214 8,850,204 16,543,396 
Lower Pyrenees... wi 4,491,036 6,887,650 10,118,438 
Upper Pyrenees ... ... ‘1,129,920 1,760,528 2,175,492 
Correze 361,504 807,884 1,296,284 
Upper Garonne... 10,151,856 15,109,204 24,371,446 
Tarn and Garonne... io ian 6,192,120 8,833,220 15,352,480 
Upper Vienne 13,332 18,832 45,342 

Total 115,687,000 167,830,696 278,492,710 
| 


The departments of the Landes and the Upper Pyrenees, how- 
ever, gave a smaller result than in 1893, but this did not affect the 
general result. 

The last year of the nineteenth century gave a larger vintage in 
the department of the Gironde than in any of the preceding 99 
years. The only other vintage which approached it was that of 
1875, which gave 116,147,020 gallons, or less than 1900 by 
10,097,934 gallons. 

This enormous crop is the result of a season from beginning to 
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end unusually propitious. The quantity of wine made. was unsur- 
passed, and the quality should also be good, for.not only were the. 
vines favoured with propitious weather from the commencement, 
but also the grapes were gathered: under favourable climatic condi- 
tions and were well matured and perfectly. free from disease. 
There was a great scarcity of barrels, and as the vintage approached 
they reached unheard-of prices. At the beginning of August they, 
were selling at over 8/. the dozen. . The reason for this, in the first 
instance, appears to have been the rise in the price of staves, hoops 
and willows. Moreover, the stock had been allowed to fall very 
low, and in the first half of the year only 9,750,000 staves were 
imported from Austria-Hungary, as against 12,750,000 in the 
corresponding period of 1899. 

It is said that in some districts the proprietors were so pushed 
for receptacles for their wine that anyone who could provide a barrel 
could have it filled with wine for 1/. 

The exportation of Bordeaux wines, which in 1899 showed an 
increase of 1,595,040 gallons over the previous year, in 1900 
amounted to 16,177,420 gallons, or an increase of 1,157,088 gallons 
over the previous year, and showed the highest figures since 1894. 
This increase was entirely due to wine in wood, for the wine 
exported in bottle, i.e. 882,795 gallons, was the lowest figure 
known for very many years, if ever. ‘To the United Kingdom 
there was a decrease of 715,895 gallons in wood and of 166,640 
gallons in bottle. 


Exportation of Bordeaux Wines from Bordeaux in 1899 and 1900. 


Countries to which Wines-in Wood. nq ; Wines in Bottle. 
1899. 1900. | 1899. | 1900. 
Gallons. Gallons. | Gallons. Gallons. 
United Kingdom ... _...|_ 3,591,910 | 2,876,014 | 532,425 365,785 
Germany ... 2,687,512 | 4,112,016 | 39,361 38,309 
Belgium ... ... 1,971,701 1,901,578 56,852 57,612 
Netherlands 1,489,525 | 2.284.955 31,680 34,887 
Sweden and 229,758 224.660 40,146 25,325 
Denmark ... 486,115 | 381,589 | 8,706 6,930 
United States | «189169 | 1051522 109,720 
Argentina ... 1,150,810 887,954 | 11,079 7,771 
Uruguay ... sap os 175,014 352,207 | 1,402 1,762 
Brazii 164,716 | 27,394 17,581 
35,318 21,712 7,721 5,388 
British India 6.149 2077 | 4.078 1,869 
British East African Pos- | 
sessions and Mauritius .. 115,548 78,189 | 2,874 3,465 
Senegal ... | 882,216 254,979 | 39,477 71,096 
Other countries... 758,843 711,962 | 97,023 105,192 
Total... 13,981,770 294.625 | 1,038,562' | 882.795 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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The above figures are not encouraging, for the decreases are 
numerous and the increases few. It was supposed that with the 
increased duties on wine in bottle in the United Kingdom, there 
would be a stimulus given to the importation of wine in wood, 
and yet the contrary has, so far, been the result. 

Germany bought largely in 1900, but only wines in wood, 
those in bottle showing a small decrease. Holland followed suit 
with a great increase in cask wines and a slight increase in bottled 
wines. Canada also took more of both kinds than in the previous 
year, while the United States took considerably less. Of the 
South American States, Uruguay was the only one that showed an 
increase. The suppression of the special bonded warehouses in 
France has had the effect expected on the South American wine 
trade. The removal of these houses into Spain has had the effect 
of raising the quantity of wine exported from Bordeaux to Spain 
from 4,157 gallons in 1898 to 214,802 gallons in 1899 and to 
615,598 gallons in 1900. This wine, instead of being blended with 
Spanish wine at Bordeaux, is sent to Passages in Spain and blended 
there, whence it is chiefly exported to South America. It would, 
therefore, appear that while the exports of wine to Spain have 
largely increased and to South America have decreased very 
considerably, the Bordeaux trade with South America has, on 
the whole, improved, for, while in 1899, the wines sent from 
Bordeaux to Spain, Brazil, Uruguay and Argentina amounted to 
1,787,285 gallons, in 1900 they amounted to 2,020,475 gallons, or 
an increase of 233,190 gallons. Indeed, the increase in the export 
of French wine is in reality greater, for during the existence of 
the blending houses in Bordeaux, half the blended wine was 
foreign grown, whereas the quantities now given are of French 
origin. 

it seems that the houses which have been established at 
Passages are in the habit of making their wines appear as French 
as possible, shipping them in Bordeaux casks, stamping these 
casks with the same marks as used by their Bordeaux houses, even 
marking on them the names of vineyards in the Medoc district, 
and choosing a steamer of that name in which to ship their wines 
to South America, so as to be able to stamp the word “ Medoc ” on 
the casks. The wine-growers of the Gironde appear, not un- 
naturally, to think that this will prejudice their interests, and have 
appealed to the Bordeaux Chamber of Commerce for sympathy 
and help. The Chamber, however, is hard-hearted and pointed 
out to the wine-growers that they have only themselves to thank 
for the present state of affairs. By procuring the imposition of 
all but prohibitive duties on foreign wines and by obtaining the 
suppression at Bordeaux of the special warehouses for blending, the 
wine-growers have dealt themselves a blow from which they will, 
but with difficulty, recover. From then dates both the gradual 


i 
. 
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diminution in exports and the difficulties of selling at gradually 
diminishing prices the wines of the Gironde. The trade in car, 
wines has now greatly passed into the hands of Spain and Italy 
and very soon, except for the higher classed wines, those covntries 
will compete with Bordeaux in the European markets. By bringing 
about the suppression of the special blending houses, and thereby 
making a present of them to Spain, the wine-growers involuntarily 
and unconsciously robbed the trade of Bordeaux of its only chance 
of being able to sell low priced wines of a high alcoholic strength 
to those with whom these conditions are a first consideration ; 
they, at the same time, closed an important market for their vine- 
yards, and by pre-occupying themselves exclusively with their 

rsonal wants, without having an eye to the requirements of 
the trade and the consumer, they have, to all intents and purposes, 
killed the goose that laid the golden eggs. Under the laws previous 
to 1892, the Bordeaux market held the monopoly of French, 
Spanish and Italian ‘red wines. In wishing to reduce the 
Bordeaux market to one for Gironde wines only, the wine- 
growers have played into the hands of the other wine producing 
countries. The Chamber of Commerce considers that, to retrieve 
the situation, it is necessary to resolutely adopt a more liberal 
policy, and bring back the days when the Department of the 
Gironde hailed with unanimity commercial treaties and the 
doctrines of free trade. 

With regard to direct shipments of wine from Bordeaux, the 
past year shows Germany to have been the best customer, the 
United Kingdom having fallen to second place with a minority of 
908,526 gallons. 

The following is a list of the annual exportations of Bordeaux 
wines to the United Kingdom since 1891 :— 


Annual Shipments of 
Year. Bordeaux Wines to 
United Kingdom. . 


Gallons. 
1898 ... ane aed 3,700,710 


Once again the statistics of imported wines show a 
decline on the previous year, those imported in 1900 being only 
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one-third of the amount imported in 1898. There is a falling-off 
in importations of wine from all countries with the exception of 
Italy, which is benefiting by the new treaty of commerce with 
France. 


Table of Foreign Wines Imported at Bordeaux during the 


Years 1898-1900. 
Quantity. 
From-— 

1898. 1899. 1900, 

Gallons. Gallons. Gallons. 

Portugal... |. 47,332 33,792 1,452 
Italy ... | 12,887 65,296 110,484 
Austria-Hungary ... 22,498 2,970 6,424 
Algiers 6,969,150 40,031,340 3,253,932 
Other countries 776,352 322,014 692,626 
Total... 88,000,094 23,436,182 13,264,636 


The Consul adds :—“ It is a good sign for the future guarantee 
of quality and purity of Bordeaux wines that there has just been 
inaugurated a Syndical Union of Bordeaux wine merchants for 
the protection and prosperity at home and abroad of the Bordeaux 
wine trade, by means of taking both preventative and curative 
measures, by representations to the public and administrative 
officers, and, if necessary, by recourse to legal measures. They 
will study, in the common interest, the question of commercial 
treaties, customs, octroi, and excise, of transport tariffs, of trade- 
marks and origin. They will watch and prosecute all counterfeit 
of marks and products, disloyal competition, and all fraud under 
any form, whenever and wherever it may be discovered. They 
will defend the good name of Bordeaux wines, and undertake to 
maintain their quality and prices. In a word, they will take every 
legal and just means according to circumstances, to protect the 
good name of the Bordeaux wine trade and to serve their true 
interests. This is a comprehensive and to all appearance an 
exhaustive programme, and it is to be hoped that the Union will 
have the stamina, pluck, patience, and energy, to carry it out 
thoroughly, for by protecting their own interests and combating 
fraud the interests of those who consume the wines cannot fail 
to be improved,” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,612.) 
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H.M. Consul at Bordeaux reports that in 1900 the total im- 

rtation of British coal into Bordéaux was 838,950 tons, being an 
increase of 159,986 tons on the previous year, and 369,375 tons 
more than in 1898. The chief increases were in Scotch and north- 
country coal, there being actually a decrease in ‘the amount of 
Welsh coal imported compared with the previdus year, although 
the amount was much larger than in other years. ‘The amount of 
British coal imported in 1900 in vessels other than British was 
290,587 tons, against 188,110 tons in 1899, and 110,585 tons in 
1898. This shows how the foreign flags are competing and 
increasing in the port of Bordeaux. The reason for the immense 
importation of coal in a year when prices were abnormally high is 
to be traced originally to the Cardiff coal strike of 1898, when 
stocks fell to almost nil and were but partially replenished in 1899. 
The French iron and metal trades developed great activity from 
the end of 1899 onwards, and as the French coal mines were quite 
unable to cope with the demand, for, although they increased their 
output, they were partially handicapped by strikes at St. Etienne, 
and as prices appeared more likely to rise than to fall, immense 
contracts were entered into both for industrial consumption and 
for the railways, the coal reserves of which had become depleted 
during the Cardiff coal strike, and had not been fully replenished 
in 1899, in the hope that prices would fall. The Consul adds: 
“In support of my remarks on the remedies for increasing the 
importance of Bordeaux us a great seaport, I learn that during 
the past year coal was imported here for supply to industries 
round about Clermont Ferrand, Mazamet, and other places far 
away from here, close to French coal-fields, without contracts, and 
with contracts to Lyons and even into Switzerland. If the 
Chamber of Commerce would exert their influence with the railway 
companies to give preferential rates from Bordeaux to the eastern 
frontier of France and vice versd, and would improve the deep 
channel of the river so as to allow the largest vessels to come up to 
Bordeaux deeply laden, the way would be prepared for bringing the 
vast trade to central, eastern, and southern France to Bordeaux.” 

The amount of coal imported in British vessels during the last 
three years, was :— 


' Quantity. 
District. 

1898. 1899. 1900, 

Tons. Tons. Tons. 

Scotch 126,967 87,925 190,938 
Welsh 163,715 307,105 236,461 
North country 67,273 $5,824 120,964 
Total 357,955 490,854 548,363 


| 
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The British Vice-Consul at Pauillac says that there is a 
growing demand for coal, which will receive this year an important 
impetus from the opening of extensive ironworks in the district, 
which are engayed in the manufacture of special castings from 
iron ore of the mees and Spain (see also p. 653). Moreover, 
Transatlantic and other steamers frequently find it convenient 
to coal at Pauillac. An English company kept two steamers in 
1900 constantly carrying coal and pit-wood between South Wales 
and Pauillac, but the dearth of pit-wood towards the close of the 
year somewhat seriously interfered with this traffic. The boats 
could not obtain their return cargoes with the desired facility. 

In the same connection the British Vice-Consul at Bayonne 
writes that in 1900 the total importation of British coal into 
Bayonne was 268,863 tons, being a decrease of 7,068 tons on the 
previous year. The quantities imported during the past two 
years are as follows :— 


Quantity. 
Description of Coal. 

1899. 1900. 

Tons. Tons. 

North country... 29,227 32,551 
Tons 275,931 268,863 


The coal trade for the year 1900 was greatly affected by the high 
prices ruling. The manufacturers and householders used wood 
instead, which is very cheap and abundant in these districts ; 
prices, however, are now falling. 

During the year 1900 the prices of Glasgow coal fluctuated from 
24s. 10d. to 28s. per ton; the Cardiff from 24s. to 32s. per ton; 
the Newcastle coal from 25s. 8d. to 28s. per ton; Sunderland nuts 
fetched at one time 33s. 8d. per ton. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,612.) 
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The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a despatch from H.M. Consul at Bordeaux, transmitting 
the prospectus of a Company (‘“ Société Navale du Sud-Ouest ”) 
which is to be formed at that port to work three sailing vessels, 
the profits being “ guaranteed ” by the navigation bounties. 

The French Mercantile Marine Act of 30th January, 1893, gives 
to sailing vessels built in France, for ten years after their launch, 
a navigation bounty which amounts to about 4,000/. per annum 
for a vessel of 3,200 tons. A very large number of these vessels 
have been built of late years in French ports in order to obtain the 
bounty, although nearly all the materials for their construction 
have been imported from the United Kingdom, under the law 
which admits such work free of duty for what is called “ temporary 
admission,” the material of the vessel when put together and sent 
to sea being considered to be re-exported. 

In the prospectus of the company, the results of the voyages of 
seven different vessels are given to prove what an excellent invest- 
ment French sailing vessels are. 

The system on which these vessels are bought is that half the 
capital is raised by shares, the remainder being lent by banks, or 
through them by the builders on mortgage of the vessel at 5} per 
cent. interest. Asa matter of fact the vessels in which the “ Société 
Navale du Sud-Ouest” is interested have been built by a company 
in which some of the present promoters are interested, and who now 
desire to raise capital with which to pay for them and work them. 

The Consul goes on to state that, according to the figures given, 
it is quite true that the interest is guaranteed by the bounty, for 
without it there would be little or no profit at all. 

Summarising the effect of the bounty with regard to each of the 
seven vessels named in the prospectus, the Consul points out that 
in the case of the vessel ‘‘ Charles Gounod,” the navigation bounty 
for thirteen months amounts to 17 per cent. per annum on the value . 
of the vessel, to 34 per cent. on the value of the shares, the profit 
on the working being only about half per cent. 

In the case of the “Général Neumayer,” the navigation bounty 
amounted to 18} per cent. per annum on the value of the vessel, 
or 37 per cent. on the share capital, and allowed of a dividend of 
214 per cent. being paid, although the expenses were nearly 
1,0001. greater than the receipts. 

In the case of the “Reine Blanche,” the receipts were con- 
siderably below the expenses, but the bounty amounted to 22 per 
cent. on the ship’s value and to 44 per cent. on the share 
capital, allowing a dividend to be paid of 33:19 per cent. per 
annum. The “ Général de Charette,” which went from Nantes to 
Portland, Oregon, in ballast, brought back a cargo of wheat after 


- 
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a voyage lasting ten-and-a-half months, and received a bounty of 
20 per cent. per annum on her value and 40 per cent. on her share 
eapital, so that although the freight earned was nearly 18,000 frs. 
below the expenses, the shareholders received a dividend of 
25°9 per cent. per annum. The “Jules Verne,” with a larger 
capital than the others, appears to have been worked much more 
economically, so that while the bounty amounted to 15 per cent. 
per annum, the dividend paid was 22-4 per cent. per annum. 

The gem of the collection is the voyage of the “ Louis Pasteur” 
of 274 days, in ballast, to Newcastle, New South Wales, and San 
Francisco, and home with cargo in 158 days to Westport, Ireland. 
The navigation bounty amounted to 50 per cent. of the earnings, 
and to 20 per cent. per annum on the capital, the dividend earned 
being reduced, by the expenditure being 22,000 francs over 
working earnings, to 15°83 per cent. per annum. 

The last case is that of the “ Amiral Tronde,” which, in less than 
eleven months, when freights were low, paid a dividend of 24 per 
cent. per annum of which the bounty formed 15 per cent. 

The effect of one of these large French vessels seeking cargo in 
a port where British vessels are also seeking, must be disastrous to 
the latter, as the French vessel could accept a freight which a 
British vessel could not possibly afford to accept. 

The result of this encouragement to build sailing vessels in 
France is that on lst October, 1899, the sailing vessels under 
construction in that country amounted to 54,750 tons, whilst in the 
United Kingdom sailing vessels under construction only amounted 
to 5,164 tons; in Germany to 656 tons ; and in Italy to 3,450 tons; 
and that, whereas, in 1893, the navigation bounties paid to French 
steam vessels amounted to 85 per cent. of the total navigation 
bounties, and to sailing vessels 15 per cent., in 1898, steam vessels 
received only 63 per cent. and sailing vessels 87 per cent. 

It is proposed in two years’ time to make a new navigation law 
which will encourage the building of steam-vessels in France to 
the same extent as the law of 1893 has encouraged the building 
of sailing vessels. The results hitherto attained may not have 
been very injurious to British interests, as a whole, because the 
French have encouraged a form of propulsion already almost 
abandoned by other nations, but there is no knowing what will be 
the result if France gives an equal encouragement to the steamship 
in the future that she has given to the sailing ship in the past. 
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PRODUCTION OF OPEN HEARTH STEEL IN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The “Iron Age” of 30th May last states that, according to the 
American Iron and Steel Association the production of open hearth 
steel in the United States in 1900 was 3,402,552 gross tons, 
against 2,947,316 tons in 1899, an increase of 455, 236 tons, or over 
15 per cent. The following table shows tho production of open 
hearth steel ingots and direct castings by States during the past 
four years in gross tons :— 


States. 1897. 1898. 1899. 1900. 

Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
New England ~ 51,402 47,381 57,124 74,522 
New York and New Jersey. 39,521 47,957 61,461 67,361 
Pennsylvania : 1,271,751 1,817,521 2,393,811 2,703,919 
Ohio .. 78,357 79,886 117,458 130,191 
Illinois ote ‘ 120,609 183,103 246,183 285,551 
Other States 47,081 54,444 71,279 141,008 
Totals . Tons! 1,608,671 2,230,292 | 2,947,316 3,402,552 


The open hearth steel made in 1900 was produced by 92 works 
in 17 States—Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota and 
Missouri. Only 76 works and 14 States made open hearth steel in 
1899; the new States to enter the list in 1900 being Delaware, 
Kentucky and Tennessee. 

In 1899 the production of open hearth steel by the basic process 
amounted to 2,080,426 tons, and by the acid process to 866,890 
tons. Of the total production in 19C0, 2,547,023 tons were made 
by the basic process, and 855,529 tons were made by the acid 
process, as follows :— 


Basic Open Acid O 
States. Hearth Steel. | Hearth Steel. | Total. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. 
New England 28,550 45,972 | 74,522 
New York and New Jersey 32,129 35,232 | 67,361 
Pennsylvania 2,663,077 640,842 | 2,703,919 
Ohio... 76,615 53,576 130,191 
Illinois 244,985 40,616 285,551 
Other States 101,717 39,291 141,008 
Total . Tons| 2,547,028 855,529 3,402,552: 


The total production of open hearth direct steel castings in 


1900, included above, amounted to 179,326 gross tons, of which 
41,094 tons were made by the basic process and 138,232 tons 
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were made by the acid process. In 1899 the production amounted 
to 169,729 tons, of which 39,689 tons were made by the basic 
process and 130,040 tons by the acid process. The following table 
gives the production of open hearth steel castings by the acid and 
basic processes in 1900, by States :— 


Acid Basic 
States. Castings. Castings. Total. 
Massachusetts, agg New Tons. Tons. Tons. 
York, and New 21,883 21,883 
Pennsylvania 76,629 3,752 80,321 
Other States ee ae, 39,720 37,342 77,062 
Total Tons 138,232 41,094 | 179,326 


BRITISH COMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS AND BRITISH 
TRADE METHODS IN SPAIN. 


The following information relating to British commercial 
travellers in Spain and British trade methods generally in that 
country, is extracted from a recent report of H.M. Consul at 
Bilbao :— 

‘* Much has been said and written about the commercial traveller 
and the few that are sent abroad to push British trade. One active 
traveller with a good supply of samples is no doubt worth more 
than 1001. of advertisements in foreign papers which nobody reads, 
or a nicely got-up catalogue printed in English with the compli- 
cated system of weights and measures which are a nightmare to 
the foreigner and drive him in despair to find someone who will 
quote prices and measures in a form that he can understand. 
Amongst all the catalogues which reach this Consulate it is a 
pleasure to find that in some the metric system is used, but this is 
the exception rather than the rule. And catalogues themselves 
are of but little use. The Consul is frequently invited to place 
them in his office where they can be referred to. This is easily 
done, but as nobody comes to read them it would not appear to 
be of much use. If, on the other hand, they are distributed, they 
remain where they are sent. If the recipient finds the catalogue 
of interest he keeps it for his own use; if not, he destroys it. It 
may find one customer, but will rarely find more. 
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“Tt would be gratifying to find that this district was overrun 
with British travellers, and with a view to finding out how many 
came to Northern Spain in the course of 1900 I have endeavoured to 
secure accurate figures from the Custom authorities. The chief places 
through which they pass into Spain are the two frontier towns of 
Irun and Port Bou. A few may go by sea, but the majority come 
by the routes mentioned. The following particulars have been 
supplied to me by the courtesy of the Spanish Customs at Bilbao, 
Irun, and Port Bou :— 

“Table showing the number of commercial travellers, and the 
nationality of the house represented, who entered Spain during 1900, 
vid Port Bou, Bilbao, and Irun :— 


Entered ria— 
Nationality. Total. 
Port Bou. Bilbao, Trun. 
| 
French 45 — 83 128 
German 30 1 21 52 
Austro-Hungarian ... 2 9 
British 1 1 I 3 
Italian 8 — 8 
Belgian 2 2 
Total... oa me 99 2 109 210 


These figures give the number of travellers who arrived with 
samples only. Most of them, at least those via Irun, would visit 
Bilbao. It may be that a number of British travellers arrived 
without samples or by other routes, and it is hoped that this may 
have been the case. It is only natural, Bilbao being so close to 
the French frontier, that the number of French travellers 
should be much higher than that of any other nationality, and it is 
also possible that many of those entered as travelling for French 
houses were in reality representatives of houses other than French. 

Although the German travellers are only returned at 52 last year’ 
at least 150 visited Bilbao. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,598.) 
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The Acting British Consul at Buenos Ayres, in a recent report 
to the Foreign Office, offers the following suggestions to-British 
traders with Argentina, stating that his remarks are directed to, 
those who “wish to open up a trade-with Argentina” by corre- 
spondenceand circulars. TheConsul says: “Many letters are received 
in this Consulate each year with this object in view. ‘The letters 
referred to are duly answered and the names of firms asked for are 
invariably given, and some useful information besides, with what 
result to the recipient? this, viz., that he sends a circular, 
probably well got-up, good paper, expensive plates, to the firms 
quoted, in what language ?>—English ; with what prices quoted ? 
English ; with what weights and measures ?—English ; and this 
to firms who are accustomed to deal with and in the decimal system, 
as applied to both prices and weight. The Germans send out 
circulars in Spanish, taking the trouble to reduce their prices and 
weights into those known to their prospective purchaser. How 
many of our own British firms would look twice at a German 
circular or a Spanish circular, if sent to them as an invitation to 
buy goods? Few, I venture to say, would do more than throw 
that circular into the waste-paper basket. Circulars sent to the 
Consulate to be placed upon the Consular table are worthless, 
and money thrown away in postage and printing ....... ‘ 
If the British merchant wants to open up a trade in a new 
direction he must be prepared to spend some money in doing so, 
and must send someone to the country to report fully to him on 
the subject matter and trade that he is seeking. To expect 
this of a Consular officer is useless; prices have to be quoted, 
samples shown, and the traveller must be conversant with, in this 
country, the Spanish language, and must be empowered to quote 
prices and make reductions to meet the local requirements engen- 
dered by competition from other firms in the same line of business. 
The large British and native shops here buy from resident 
European agents of big firms or else they have their travelling 
men who themselves buy in Europe. Regarding travellers for 
British firms, I met one recently who told me a few things that 
are worth recording, though I know he learnt a lot of things that 
he kept for his principals and which they will profit by. One of 
these was with regard to American competition in this market, 
that when the price of a case or dozen, or gross of articles was 
quoted by American firms to a merchant here, it was f.o.b. at the 
port of shipment; this was also understood to be the case with 
British houses, but the inevitable charge for packing or for packing 
cases was tacked on to the British invoice. Further, the packing 


of American goods was infinitely better than that of British goods, 


thus reducing the possible loss by damage in transit. A traveller 
for a large steel firm in the United Kingdom told me recently 
that he had accomplished more during his three months’ stay in 
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the River Plate than he could have done with 100 letters in as 
many weeks. Another traveller informed me that he was taking 
home samples of tin signs that were made in the country and 
which would astonish the people at home, who were expecting to 
supply those articles here. ..... 

“The manufacture of toys is a matter which will not appeal to a 
large number of British manufacturers, but numbers of them are 
sold here during the year. All I have seen, however, bear a 
German or French appearance, and the tin soldiers particularly, 
bearing a flag—the Argentine flag, of course, whereas the British 
tin soldiers would carry a British flag, and I merely mention this 
as one little incident of catering for the trade. 

“Harvesting machinery and windmills are almost entirely, if 
not exclusively supplied from America. There is very little 
chance to oust these American articles from this market. The 
Americans spend more in advertising their goods than the British 
do, and in this particular alone lies a great deal of their success. 
In my opinion, American competition is more to be feared in this 
market than French or German, and in those articles where most 
profit is to be obtained by the middle man.” (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,615.) 


TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


BRITISH INDIA. 

The Board of Trade have received a copy of a notification 
Tariff Decision : (Customs Circular No. 9 of 1901) issued by the 
Ventilating Fans, Government of India, stating that “Sirocco” 

§ *ans. and “Blackman’s” fans may be classed as 
machinery and passed free of duty, under entry No. 14 of © 
Schedule IV. of the Indian Tariff Act (VIII. of 1894) provided 
they are not specially adapted for use by animal or hand power. 


BRITISH GUIANA. 
The Board of Trade have received a copy of an Ordinance (No. 9 
Custo of 1901), published in the Official Gazette 
Amendment,  (¢xttaordinary) of British Guiana on 18th 
—_—— May, 1901, amending the Customs Duties 
Ordinance 1 of 1901. 
The above Ordinance provides for the imposition of a duty of 
1 dol. per 14,400 matches, other than in bowes, imported into the 
Colony. It is provided that should the Reciprocal Trade Con- 
vention between Great Britain and the United States of America, 
in respect of British Guiana, come into operation, a duty of 
1 dol. ‘05 cents per 14,400 will be imposed if the matches are the 
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manufacture of Great Britain, the British Possessions, the United 
States, or any other country which may be entitled by Convention 
with Great Britain to the benefit of the most-favoured-nation 
treatment, and a duty of 1 dol. 16% cents for the same quantity 
of matches in all other cases. 

The following provision is also added to the first Schedule 
Goes to specific duties) of the original Customs Ordinance 1 
1:— 

“Where in any case in the first Schedule to Ordinance 1 of 
** 1901 reference is made to any article as packed in a particular 
‘way, or imported in a particular form, the same duty shall be 
“imposed on such article if packed in any other way or in any 
“other form imported unless there is some special provision in the 
“schedule for such mode of package, or such form; and the 
“amount of duty payable in any such case shall be computed by 
“the Comptroller so as to equal as nearly as may be, but be not 
“less than, the amount of duty payable in the like case if the 
“article had been packed in the usual way or imported in the 
“ usual form.” 


EGYPT. 
With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 637-8 of the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” for the 14th March 


pw — last relative to an Egyptian Valuation Tariff* in 
Metal nein use by the Egyptian Customs authorities for the 
tures, PuTpose of assessing Customs duties on certain 


metals and metal manufactures, the Board of 
Trade have now received a copy of a new Tariff of Valuations for 
the same goods which was to come into force on the Ist inst. and 
remain in operation for six months or until denunciation. The 
Tariff is as follows :— 


Valuation per Kilog.+ 
Articles, 7 

Former. | New. 

Mill. Mill. 
Copper and brass sheets, round and bottoms... — jes 81} 80 
»  inrolls; bars, round and flat... 784 77 

» Sheets, plain, 24 x 48, weighing from 8 to 5 lbs. 5s 
Tin ingots and bars ose 123 


* For particulars as to the nature of these Egyptian Valuation Tariffs, see “ Board 
of Trade Journal,” for the 28th February last, p. 517. 

7 NorE.—Duty is charged cn these valuations at the rate of 8 per cent. 
ad valorem, 
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Valuation per Kilog. 
Articles. 
Former. | New. 
Mill. Mill. 
» ingots fe 20 213 
{ron and steel plates, ordinary, without mark, English oes 64 64 
” Belgian... 6 6 
bars and angles and tees, without English 6 6 
” ” Belgian 53 53 
€ Iron bars, Swedish ose 103 103 
Galvanised sheets - ... 153 12 
» corrugated ... New 11} 
studs (Benwill’s), new ... ate 25 | 25 
j Iron, French (3 x 85 to 24 x 200) | 
» Belgian (15 x 35 to 24 x 200 \ 
Nails, French German Os x 85 to 24 x 200) 
: » American (15 X 35 to 2t x 200) 
Iron or steel girders from England ... ae saa oe 6} 
Antimony .. ase 40 40 
Cast-iron pipes up to 3 i in. New ad val. 
Casteiron bends 


Iron tubes for gas, water, and steam, and fittings therefor, are 
assessed under a separate Valuation Tariff, on which the following 
iates of discount are allowed :— 


Rate of Discount. 
Article. 
Former. New 
Gas and water pipes... ws ats 73°, 774°, 
Gas and water pipes, galvanised | eve eee 673°, 


The Valuation Tariff for the tubes and fittings above referred to 
can be consulted by persons interested on application at the Offices 
of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., on any day between the hours of 
11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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RUSSIA. 


The Board of Trade have received information, through the Foreign 
Office, to the effect that the Russian 

MR peed fa Minister of Finance has decided to apply 
= the following increased rates of Customs 
and on Velocipedes duty to white resin or colophany and 
from U.8.—Certificates prowers’ pitch, and to velocipedes, im- 


ported into Russia from the United 


Nationality. States :-— 
Section of : Amount of 
Tariff. Article. | Rate of Duty. 
Rs. Cop.| 
82 | White resin or colopkany and brewers’ pitch} Poud 0 60| 20 ih 
Each 27 00 | 39°, 


White resin, &c., and velocipedes imported from countries other 
than the United States, must be accompanied by certificates of 
origin, unless they bear marks or other indications proving their 
real origin. 

The above provisions were to come into force a fortnight after 
the date of their publication, and were communicated by the 
Minister of Finance to the Senate, for publication, on the 22nd ult. 


The Board of Trade have received information, through the 
Tariff Foreign Office, to the effect that the Russian 
Classification of Customs Department has notified, by a Circular 
dated the 11th/24th ult., that only such natural 
and artificial beverages as are specially named 
Y, “in the general text of Section 27 of the Tariff, 
and are imported in casks and barrels, shall be admitted under 
point 1 of the said section at the rate of 16 rs. 20 cop. per poud, 
gross weight, (5/. 6s. 5d. per ewt., gross weight). 

Corn spirits and corn brandy, with admixture for flavouring and 
other purposes, not being specially named in the general text of 
Section 27, will be dutiable under point 2 of the section at the 
rate of 1 r. 274 cop. per bottle (2s. 84d. per bottle.) 


SPAIN. 

The Spanish “Gaceta de Madrid” for the 9th inst. contains a 
Tariff Royal Decree, dated the Ist June, providing 
Classification of that synthetic or artificial indigo shall be 
thetic Indi dutiable on importation into Spain under 
Synthetic Indigo. 1, 103 of the Spanish Customs Tariff at the 
Conventional rate of 15 pesetas per 100 kilogs. (6s. 14d. per cwt.). 
It further appears that synthetic indigo of European origin is not 
to be subject to the surtax of 20 pesetas per 100 kilogs. imposed on 
natural indigo of European origin or transhipped in a European 


port. 
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RUSSIA. 


The British Vice-Consul at Kertch reports that considerable 
an te progress has been made in dredging the channel 
between Kertch and the This will not 
‘he only diminish the delay and expense of lightening 

* but will attract vessels of a larger type. 

An icebreaker has been purchased by the authorities, and will 
doubtless be at work next winter. In the open season it will be 
used for towage and salvage. During the past winter there has 
been hardly any ice in the strait, certainly not enough to prevent 
ships from anchoring in the roadstead for more than eight days 
altogether. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,613.) 


The British Vice-Consul at Mariupol reports that good progress 
has been made with the construction of the 
ts dea new basin, and it is proposed to finish all the 
P work with the exception of the dredging by 
Ist July (0.s.), 1901. Bearing in mind the crowded state of the 
existing harbour, this will prove a great boon to commerce 
generally, and more especially to the coal trade, which has been 
greatly hampered of late owing to the restricted space at its 
disposal. The channel leading to the port at the north of the 
River Kalmius has been deepened as well as the port itself, and now 
all passenger steamers and lighters are enabled to reach the quay 
without any difficulty. Foreign steamers, as heretofore, continue 
to load grain in. the roadstead from lighters. (Foreign Offce, 
Annual Series, 2,613.) 


NETHERLANDS. 


H.M. Consul at writing on the railways 
. of Holland, says that it was only about the 
years 1878-9 that the company the 
“ay State lines began to turn their attention more 
energetically to the encouragement of local goods traffic. Up 
to that date such traffic was practically almost non-existent on the 
railway lines. The amount earned by the Dutch railways from 
their goods traffic now exceeds that received from passengers, but 
this is to a great extent a consequence of their international goods 
traffic. As far as local inland goods traffic is concerned it is only 
by the most strenuous exertions, by the combination and grouping 
of goods for special districts, and by the reduction of rates to the 
lowest possible limits, that the railway can compete with water 
carriage. The chief competing waterway constructed for goods 
traffic of late years is the so-called Merwede Canal, connecting the. 
port of Amsterdam with the Rhine. This important canal has, 
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doubtless had a very favourable influence upon the prosperity 0 of 
the port, as may be seen from the statistics of the traffic on it since 
it was opened in 1892. The total tonnage of Rhine and local 
traffic using the canal in that year was 1,420,257 tons, and had 
increased in 1899 to 4,433,257 tons. The tonnage of Rhine craft 
alone increased from 322,046 tons in 1892 to 1,000,101 tons in 
1899. This great increase in tonnage does not, however, indicate 
any corresponding decrease in the goods traffic of the competing 
railway lines ; on the contrary, the quantities of goods reaching and 
leaving Amsterdam by railway show also a marked increase. It is 
not pcessible to show by statistics what increase the opening of this 
canal had on the traffic of the competing railway lines. As far as 
inland traffic is concerned, the railways doubtless suffered to some 
comparatively slight extent, but their international goods traffic 
remained practically nearly unaffected. On the whole it must be 
remarked that the waterways have profited to a much greater 
extent proportionately by the general increase in goods traffic than 
the railways. Much of this is owing to the great improvement in 
the manner in which the water traffic is now carried on. The 


‘number of small goods’ steamers and tugs employed on the water- 


ways has immensely increased, and the saving in the time employed 
in transport has been correspondingly great. At present we seem 
to be on the verge of a revolution in water carriage, owing to the 
introduction of the cheap, small, and practical petroleum motors, 
which can be fitted to almost every description of craft, and which 
are at present so much in demand for this purpose that it is 
impossible to secure delivery of new motors for several months to 
come. 

The water in the canals is now kept open during a much longer 
period in winter than formerly, by reason of this unceasing steam 
traffic, and this, too, is also to the disadvantage of the competing 
lines of railways. 

Any comparison between the conditions of rail and water traffic 
in Great Britain and those which exist in Holland must be illusory 
owing to the great discrepancies in the circumstances affecting 
these modes of transport in both countries. 


FRANCE. 


The British Vice-Consul at Pauillac reports that the Compagnie 
SS. Lines at des Chargeurs Réunis, which in 1890 ran a 
“Pauilla monthly steamer from Havre (calling at Pauillac) 
— to Tamatave, Lorengo-Marques, and other South 


- African ports, propose to start in June a new line which, however, 


will be merely an extension of the existing one. The vessels will 
continue to call at Madagascar and South African ports, but will © 
proceed thence to Saigon and other ports of the Far East. The 
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line will be composed of nine steamers of from 5,000 to 6,000 tons, 
and the service will be a monthly one at the outset. If the results 
should be sufficiently encouraging it will be made a fortnightly 
one. 

.La Ligne Havraise Péninsulaire also run steamers monthly 
from Havre and Pauillac to Madagascar and South Africa, 
but these pass by the Suez Canal and call at Mauritius and 
Réunion. 

The line of steamers between Havre, Pauillac, and New York, 
which was started towards the end of 1899 by the Compagnie 
Générale Transatlantique, has been continued. ‘The service is a 
monthly one. The company have latterly chartered two English 
steamers as carg® boats gauging respectively 1,935 and 2,009 tons. 
A boat belonging to the same company calls at Pauillac every 
month for Liverpool. 

Other lines whose vessels call at Pauillac are those of the 
Compagnie des Chargeurs Réunis between Havre and Brazilian 
ports (monthly service), between Havre and the West Coast of 
Africa (also monthly), and between Havre and Montevideo and 
Buenos Ayres. The last is termed the La Plata line and the 
steamers call twice a month at Pauillac. 

A project that may be realised this year is a line of steamers 
between Havre, Pauillac, and Para. The promoters expect to 
receive a subvention from the French and Brazilian Governments. 
It is proposed that the vessels shall call once a month at Pauillac. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,612.) . 


SPAIN. 
With reference to the notice on pp. 546-7 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for 6th inst., a despatch dated 6th 


Enforcement of June has been received at the Board of Trade 


per sehen from H.M. Consul at Corunna, reporting that 
Pr wo nal ed the sealing up of stores by the Customs 
ovisions Authorities on all vessels arriving at Spanish 
on Ships ports, as decreed by the Spanish Royal Order 
arriving in 


: of the 4th May last, is now being vigorously 

Spanish Ports. at that port, and will be so in the 
future. 

On the vessel’s arrival at the first Spanish port the Customs 
officer will examine the list of the quantity of provisions carried, 
and on ascertaining from the master how many days he expects to 
remain in port or to occupy in sailing to and remaining at the 
next Spanish ports, he is delivered the necessary amount of stores 
to last that period, plus two days more, this quantity being 
calculated according to a table published containing the different 
classes of provisions and the quantity considered sufficient for the . 
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daily consumption of each passenger, and each member of the 
crew. The remainder is then sealed up and will remain so until 
the vessel leaves the last Spanish port she calls at. 

If the seals are broken and provisions extracted, unless in cases 
of dire necessity, proved by entries in the official log book signed 
by the master, the master renders himself liable to a fine of 
590 pesetas. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


A despatch dated 30th ult. has been received at the Board of Trade 
from H.M. Consul at New Orleans, reporting 


bane at that the ten years’ lease of the city wharves and 
ay or ” public landings of the port of New Orleans, 
held by the Louisiana Construction and 
Rates Improvement Company, expired on the 29th 

: ult., and the Dock Commission (the Board of 


Commissioners of the port of New Orleans) have now taken charge 
of the wharves. 

This Board is committed to the policy of reducing the port 
charges upon shipping, while the facilities for the handling of 
goods are to be increased as much as possible, and only such 
charges as will be required to provide for the cost of the increased 
facilities will be levied. 

At its first meeting on the 29th ult., on taking charge, the Dock 
Board announced a reduction of 25 per cent. in all wharf charges, 
and the Board effected a reduction of 50 per cent. in the cost of 
policing the wharves, and a saving of 45 per cent. in lighting 
them. 

The following is a comparison of what the difference in port 
charges will be under the administration of the wharves by the 
Board of Commissioners of the port of New Orleans. 

Under the lessees: Steamship of 6,000 gross tons—144l. for 
wharfage for one day or 60 days, 41. harbour master, 31. port 
warden ; total, 1511. 

Under the new régime of the Commissioners of the Port of New 
Orleans, the charges on the same vessel will be :— Wharfage 241. 
for one day, on the maximum of 1081. for 30 days; deputy com- 
missioners, for discharging the former duties of the port wardens, 
31. on each vessel, except fruiters, or vessels in ballast 2/. each; 
total, 1117. 

Saving under the new régime 40I. to each steamship of 6,000 
tons, an average size for vessels visiting New Orleans. 

It is satisfactory to note that the policy of the Commission 
appears to be to operate the wharves and landings not for revenue, 
but to make them bring in only enough income to keep them in 
repair and to pay for their lighting and policing. 

. This should have the tendency to open a new era in the 
development of the commerce of New Orleans. 
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MEXICO. 


The United States Consul at Vera Cruz, in a report dated 7th ult., 
states that on 5th May a new steamer was 


, Aiba placed in service in the port of Frontera, to be 
lg employed in carrying passengers and cargo 


between points along the extensive river system 
of the State of Tobasco. It was constructed at Frontera, all foreign 
material used in her construction being brought from the United 
States. It is equipped with all modern conveniences, including a 
good search light, and will steam at a rate of 12 miles per hour. 


ARGENTINA. 


The Acting British Consul at Buenos Ayres in a recent report states 
New SS. Line that the Hamburg-South American Company 
tation has obtained from the Government a concession 
Argentine Ports. to establish a line of steamers for the trade 
between Buenos Ayres and the southern ports 
of the Republic. This line will run in connection with the line of 
that company already established between Buenos Ayres and 
European ports, and the first steamers will start a bi-monthly 
service. No subsidy is asked for from the Government, only the 
guarantee that no other line shall put on opposition boats. This, 
says the Consul, is a service which will in time become very 
important and will open up a country rich in arable and pastoral 
resources, but as yet held back from any great development simply 
for the want of adequate means for transportation. A new line of 
steamers has also been started to trade between Barcelona and 
Buenos Ayres. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,615.) 


In the same report the Acting Consul says that grain elevators are 
Projected Grain. shortly to be built in Buenos Ayres by the 
1 ool facilities Buenos Ayres and Rosario Railway and the 
yom Central Argentine Railway Companies. The 

yres. project will effect an improvement that will 
benefit British shipping and the port very materially. Theze 
elevators are to be erected on the south side of Dock No. 2; their 
capacity is to be about 100,000 tons; vessels will be loaded more 
quickly than heretofore, being able to come alongside the elevators. 
Steamers now often going to up-river ports to load will be able to 
obtain their cargoes at Buenos Ayres, the cost of freight to that 
port by railway being, it is presumed, calculated to be under that 
of the cost of freight and expenses of a steamer to up-river ports 
(under existing conditions). The expanses caused by vessels 
going up in ballast to load, and delay in loading at those ports 
plus possible delay caused by heavily-laden steamers getting into 
shallow water in a falling river, will thus be saved. It is 
contended that elevators might be advantageously situated at 
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various points of the river close to the wheat-growing districts, and 
thus a second handling of the grain be avoided. One of the 
principal results of the erection of elevators in Buenos Ayres 
will be the facilities afforded for the loading of grain in bulk 
and thus a saving of time and expense for all concerned. 
The Consul adds: “I feel safe in asserting that in a few years 
from now no more wheat or maize will be shipped from this 
port in bags than is absolutely necessary to fulfil the loading 
regulations prescribed by the authorities.” (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,615.) 


The British Vice-Consul at Bahia Blanca, reports that the Great 
Ha Southern Railway Company are extending their 
rbour 
Improvements at present mole, but it will be some time yet 
Shits Wence. before the works are finished. They are also 
putting up special additional quays for the 
shipment of wheat, and altogether intend spending about 500,000. 
on the extension and improvement of their own harbour, approaches, 
stations, and produce depots. 

The Bahia Blanca and North Western Railway Company are 
a'so erecting their mole for the import and export trade of the 
district, it is situated about cne mile higher up the estuary than 
the Southern Railway mole ; here they will have wharf accommo- 
dation for three or four ocean-going steamers, as well as for a 
larger number of coasting craft ; it is expected to be ready next year. 

The new entrance channel to the port of Bahia Blanca for 
some months past has been dredged out, and vessels drawing 28 
feet can get up to the mole. The use of this channel does away 
entirely with passing over Punta Alta and Napostd bars. 

A military port at Puerto Belgrano, about half-way between the 
light-ship at the entrance of the estuary and the Southern Railway 
mole, is still in course of construction under Government contract. 
It will have a large dry dock (said to be one of the largest in the 
world) for the use of war vessels of the Argentine navy, as well as 
the complete installation of a naval arsenal. The dry dock is 
expected to be finished in about two years, and there is already 
at the Puerto Militar a population of over 1,000 inhabitants. The 
batteries along the coast are finished, and are occupied by artillery 
troops. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,615.) 


CHINA. 

H.M. Consul at Swatow reports that no sailing vessels now appear 
ies eaiene in the Customs returns for Swatow. Some 
esels Years ago the beancake and bean carrying 

trade from Chefoo and Newchwang was entirely 

: monopolised by German and Norwegian sailing 

ships, but their place has been taken by British steamers which, 
with their large carrying capacity and low coal consumption, can 

be worked very economically. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,620.) 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


In continuation of the summaries of the statements recently issued 
ts of I by the Statistical Office of H.M. Customs, 
London (as supplements to the London Bills 
agi 0s; of Entry), published in the “Board of Trade 

Po one Journal” for 16th ult., pp. 380-1, and in 

of Machinery: —_previous issues, showing the quantities of certain 
iron and steel goods imported into the United Kingdom, the 
following tables show, (1) Steel rails, (2) Steel, unwrought, (3) Iron 
and steel manufactures (girders, beams, joists, and pillars), (4) Pig- 
iron, (5) Iron (bar, angle, bolt, and rod) imported into the United 
Kingdom during the month of May, 1901, as compared with 
the corresponding month of 1900, distinguishing the countries 
of origin :— 


(1) Steel Rails.* 


May May 
Countries from which Imported. 1900. 1901. 

Tons. Tons. 

Germany ove ove 332 598 

United States, Atlantic ks 2,958 1,286 
Totals 5,463 | 8,409 


* Included with Iron Manufactures unenumerated prior to 1900, 


(2) Steel, unwrought. 


Countries from which Imported. bron : ae 

Tons. Tons 

Sweden ... an 1,040 384 
United States, Atlantic 2,190 8,247 
Totals... “a Tons 3,391 7,608 


| 
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; (3) Iron and Steel Manufactures (Girders, Beams, Joists and Pillars). 
Countries from which Imported. May, 
Tons. Tons 
q Germany one 24 30 
Belgium se dos 6,526 9,336 
| (4) Pig-iron. 
| Countries from which Imported. May, May, 
1900. 1901. 
q | Tons. Tons 
Sweden ... | 6,100 4,781 
Germany 1,266 
Holland “ 90 160 
q France ... | 82 40 
| United States, Atlantic 1,629 1,510 
q Tons 9,376 11,612 


Countries from which Imported ’ 
Tons Tons. 
Sweden 4,076 4,534 
Norway ... 1 
i Germany 32 120 
i Holland 147 2,766 
Belgium 1,167 1,634 

Austria-Hungary coe coe eos 10 71 

United States, Atlantic ok 943 84 

Totals... .. Tons 6,375 9,232 


The following the Statistical Office 
of H.M. Customs, London, shows the quantities 
ee of phosphate of lime and rock phosphate im- 
Rock Ported into the United Kingdom in May, 1901, 
as compared with May, 1900, distinguishing 

countries of origin :— 


Phosphate. 


| a (5) Iron (Bar, Angle, Bolt and Rod). 
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Imports of Phosphate of Lime and Rock Phosphate. 


Ma May, 

Countries from which Importcd. 1900" ison 

Tons. Tons. 

United States ... 9,656 4,174 

Dutch West India Islands... 1,367 445 

Danish West India Islands ... 390 

Totals Tons! 30,979 24,485 


AUSTRALIA. 


The Board of ‘Trade have received from the office of the 
Agent-General for Queensland the following 


particulars of the gold returns of that 
for Ma Colony for the month of May last :— 
Ore crushed tons. 
Total yield ins ... 78,800 ozs. 
Less—Overcredited in the 
month of April 
Total ... 68,800* ozs. 


* Including 900 ounces alluvial, 


The Board of Trade have received, from the office of the Agent- 
Gold Production General for Victoria, @ communication stating 
of Victoria in the that the gold yield of Victoria for the past 
First Five Months 4V¢,™mouths amounted to 290,006 ounces, being 
of 1901 an increase of 1,619 ounces as compared with 

' the corresponding period of last year. 


RUSSIA. 


The British Vice-Consul at Mariupol states that the import of iron 
, and steel into his district is rapidly becoming a 
ee thing of the past, and during 1900 only 378 
Gah teenie. tons were imported, as compared with 1,309 
we tons in 1899, and 5,914 tons in 1898. Almost 
all the sheet, angle, profile, and bar-iron and steel now on the 
market is of Russian manufacture, and only foreign tool-steel still 
keeps its ground. 

Machinery also shows a decrease at Mariupol, and in 1900 only 
2,559 tons were imported, as against 7,106 tons in 1899, As 
most of the metallurgical works are completed, and very little 
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machinery is now required, a further decline in 1901 is inevitable. 
The bulk of the machinery was received from Germany and 
Belgium, and about 800 tons from the United Kingdom. Little 
or no American machinery and no agricultural machinery passed 
through Mariupol during 1900. 

Pig-iron is another article which is rapidly disappearing from 
the list of imports. During 1900 only 682 tons, principally ferro- 
manganese, were received, as against 13,355 tons in 1899. The 
price of this article has lately fallen about 50 per cent., and the 
metallurgical works find difficulty in disposing of their products. 
Some 50,000 tons of hematite have lately been sold to the north 
of Russia, and trial.shipments have also been made to Germany, 
France, and Belgium, thus not only is South Russia no longer a 
customer for pig-iron from abroad, but she is also entering the 
market as a supplier of this commodity. 

Dolomite, lead, and slag were not imported during 1900, and 
have been replaced in the list of imports by copper and nitrate 
from Antwerp, and fluorspar from Germany. 

Magnesite shows a decrease of about 2,200 tons, but sulphur ore, 
which comes from Portugal, on the other hand, has increased by 
2,000 tons. 

Metallurgical works in the Donetz Basin passed through a very 
bad year in 1900. The absence of Government orders, combined — 
with an over-stocked market and dear fuel, have caused several of 
the works to curtail their output, while others pending an improve- 
ment have completely su&pended operations. 

Prices of iron have declined some 30 per cent., and pig-iron 
has reached the unprecedented low price for Russia of about 65s. 
per ton, whereas it is calculated that, taking into consideration 
the high cost of the raw materials and coal, and allowing for 
depreciation and interest on capital, the cost to the works is at 
least 76s. per ton. 

The two metallurgical works established in the neighbourhood 
of Mariupol, produced, during 1900, about 150,000 tons of pig-iron 
and about 70,000 tons of sheet, bar and angle-iron, girders, pipes, &c. 

The British Vice-Consul at Kertch reports that the Kertch 
Metallurgical Works employ about 4,000 hands. In a few months 
a second blast-furnace will be ready to begin working, but it is 
likely to be some time before there is any production of rails or 
plates. It is announced that the works will supply slag, excep- 
tionally rich in phosphoric acid, for the making of artificial 
fertilisers, but there are few persons sanguine enough to believe 
that there will be any general local demand for such products until 
many years have passed. 

Investors in Russian industrial enterprises do not perhaps realise 
sufficiently the influence labour movements may have on their 
dividends. Last year there were riots and some damage was done 
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to persons and property ; the rioters gained their point, which was 
to have some Turkish unskilled labourers discharged. ‘Encouraged 
by this success they openly say that they now wish to drive out the 
French skilled workmen. (Loreign Ojjice, Annual Series, 2,613.) 


The British Vice-Consul also reports that the shipments of Donetz 
Coal in Southern coal from Mariupol to Odessa, Sevastopol and 

mera other Black Sea and Azov ports during 1900 
show only a small increase, the quantity being 
435,500 tons as compared with 424,200 tons in 1899. arly in 
the season it was expected that the shipments would be unprece- 
dentedly large, but the mines were unable to keep up with the 
demand, and prices rising rapidly it was found more profitable at 
“the seaport towns to import foreign coal, consequently the quantity 
shipped from Mariupol was only slightly above the average for the 
last three years. 

During the past year a large number of new mines have been 
opened out, and several of those existing enlarged, thus considerably 
increasing the output of coal, but at the same time the demand 
increases quite as rapidly, and consequently some time must yet 
elapse before the Donetz Basin will be in a position to fully supply 
the home markets, and it is yet much too early to speak about 
Russia being able to do without foreign coal, to say nothing of her 
exporting coal abroad. 

The various railways find it very difficult to cope with the 
enormous coal traffic and the dearth of railway waggons still 
remains a great source of friction between the companies and the 
colliery proprietors, but the former are gradually replenishing their 
rolling-stock and complaints are not now so numerous as formerly. 

During the past year several new branch lines have heen built, 
and with the construction of the new Ekaterina line, which will 
run parallel to the existing one, but more to the south, much will 
be done to develop the coal industry of the Donetz Basin. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,613.) 


The British Vice-Consul at Kertch reports that the United 
aid Kingdom supplied by far the greater part of the 
~ goods imported from abroad that port in 
- 1900, and among the imports were two steel 
steamers and a dredger. The Vice-Consul adds: “A long, endless 
chain for raising coal buckets at the ironworks was purchased from 
a country which is often said to be in advance of the United 
Kingdom in matters of invention, but the chain broke immediately, 
and a British engineer has been occupied for a year in mending it 
at short intervals of time. A new chain has been supplied by a 
Sheffield firm. Such an incident as this is the best kind of 
advertisement for British manufacturers.” (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,613.) 
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PORTUGAL. 


A despatch dated 4th inst. has been received at the Foreign Office 
from H.M. Legation at Lisbon stating that the 
— for Administration of the State Railways of Portugal, 
v8. having recently invited tenders for the supply 
of coal for use on their system, the tender of the Torlades 
Society was accepted to supply 7,000 tons of Cardiff coal in Lisbon 
at 19s. a ton, and 6,000 tons in Oporto at 19s. 6d.aton. The. 
contract now running, made on 16th February, 1901, by Messrs. 
G. F. Norton and Company, was for 3,500 tons in Lisbon at 
19s. 113d. a ton, and 3,000 tons in Oporto at 21s. 5d. a ton. 


ITALY. 
H.M. Consul for Central Italy, in a recent report to the Foreign 
. Office, states that the greater activity in 
Coal Trade in = some of the imports shows a marked revival in 
2908. some of the homesindustries, especially if it is 
considered: that, notwithstanding the extensive use which is now 
made of electricity (developed by water power), as much ‘as 
8,311,2621. worth of coal was imported, a good portion of which 
was absorbed by national factories :— 
Coal was imported as follows :— 


From— | Quantity. 
| 
Tons. 

Austria-Hungary ... See ove 161,729 
Total ... ae £ 4,£47,180 


“Tt is reported that the United States of America are endeavour- 
ing to open a market in Italy for their coal, and that during last 
year certain consignments, ria Naples, were made. These are not 
specified in the returns, but are presumably included under the 
heading of ‘ other countries.’ It is premature to give any opinion 
as to how far American coal can compete with the British article, 
especially if the very important question of freights is taken into 
consideration; but the matter deserves to be kept in view, as any 
very serious future competition in respect of coal would reduce 
British trade with Italy to a considerable extent. Up to the 
present, however, the market has been very firmly held by the 

~ United Kingdom, and the only real cause which at present is likely 


| 
| 
1 
| 


June 20, 1901. | THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 687 


Mining, Metals, and Machinery. 


to affect British interests in that respect will be the increasing 
use of electricity (developed by water) as a motive power.” 

Further on in the report the Consul writes <s follows: “The 
increase in the price of foreign coal has encouraged capitalists to 
search for and utilise the fuel resources of the country, which, 
though not very extensive, have, notwithstanding, reduced Italy’s 
foreign coal bill in 1899 by 110,368/., which was the value of fuel 
(lignite, anthracite, &c.) produced here in that year. The fact that 
Italy is trying to utilise its combustibles, and the circumstance 
that electric power obtained from its numerous waterfalls is being 
extensively resorted to, explains the decline in the importation of 
British coal into Italy during 1900. The use of acetylene as a 
substitute for gas is also largely responsible for the decline.” 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,616.) 


In the same report it is stated that the United Kingdom has been 

' . for many years the chief supplier of cast-iron 

sees Ee in pigs to Italy ; but there was a falling-off in 
iron in Italy 3, 

* 1900 chiefly attributable to the competition of 
the United States of America. In 1896 the States only sent 
17,873 cwts. to Italy ; but since then the figure has risen regularly 
(except during last year) as follows :— : 


Imports of Pig-iron into Italy from the United States of America. 


Year. Quantity. 
Cwts. 
1900 570,381 


On the other hand, the quantity supplied by the United Kingdom 
(though still very large) fell in 1900 almost to what it was in 1897. 
Spain is also a sufferer, the amount in her favour having fallen by 
one-half. 

The means to prevent further depression are to be found in price 
more than in quality, as the American article has no justified claim 
to superiority. Considering the distance, the question of freights 
ought to constitute a factor in favour of British imports. Italy is 
entirely dependent: on other countries for pig-iron. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,616.) 


GREECE. 
H.M. Consul at the Piraeus reports that, in the coal carrying trade 
in 1900, the British vessels employed were 
of yeduced to nearly half the number in the 
a previous year, while Greek vessels so employed 


show a corresponding increase. In all 70 vessels of different 
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nationalities brought 183,835 tons from the United Kingdom, 
36 vessels (27 steamers and nine sailing ships) brought 24,244 
tons from Turkey, and three vessels brought 10,642 tons from the 
United States of America. 

246 vessels called at the Piraeus during the year for the 
exclusive purpose of coaling, 240 of those being Greek. be 

The price of Welsh coal was very high during the year, ranging 
from 28s. to 38s. per ton f.o.b. 

The Turkish coal mentioned above was brought from Ponto 
Heraclia in Asia Minor on the Black Sea, and was principally’ 
used by the Athens Gas Company, though a few factories tried: 
it and one Greek steamship company who mixed it with Welsh 
coal. It seems improbable, if the price of British coal keeps to 
normal prices, that this coal will find an extensive market in 
Greece. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,614.) 


H.M. Consul calls attention also to the mining opérations now 
ahi carried on in the island of Eubcea. The com- 
pany called ‘“Petrifite, Limited,” which was 
8 floated three years ago with a share capital of ' 
12,450,000 dr. (300,600/.), the majority of the shareholders being 
British, has concessions for the .extraction of magnesite in the 
north of the island. During last year 7,500 tons of this mineral 
were exported by the company, who are augmenting their appli- 
ances so as to enable them to increase the output on a very 
considerable scale. 
The Greek company called the ‘“ Société des Travaux Publics ” 
has also concessions, and ship annually some 20,000 tons of 
magnesite. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,614.) 


H.M. Consul at the Piraeus reports that there has been a great 
outlay in the development of the estate 

a ee of the Pentelicon marble quarries by the 

ustry. British Company “ Marmor, Limited,” which 
has a nominal capital of 14,525,000 dr. (350,000/.), 6,225,000 dr. 
(150,000/.) having been spent for this purpose, and the 
installation of railways, of inclined planes, sawing and polishing 
machines, railway waggons, locomotives, cranes, &c., and the 
preparation of these facilities for working the quarries has taken 
longer than was anticipated ; by the end of June, 1901, however, it 
is hoped that everything will be in working order. 

There is a very considerable demand for this marble in the 
Greek market, and the company have been fortunate in obtaining 
the contract for the supply of 211,902 cubic feet of marble to be 
delivered in three years for the Stadion in Athens, funds having 
been left for this purpose by the late M. Averof of Alexandria. 

There are indications also that this marble will find a ready 
market abroad. Enquiries are made from all parts of the world 


\ 
4 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4 
| 
| 
| 


Jane 2), 1901.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 689 


Mining, Metals, and Machinery. 


and several trial shipments have been made to America where 
there is a good demand for marble of this kind for buildings. 

. From one of the quarries a huge block of marble has been cut 
for the statue of Moltke at Berlin, weighing 75 tons, but on 
account of the freight and other expenses in connection with 
moving it the block will be reduced more or less to the actual 
shape of the statue till its weight reaches 35 tons. The principal 
shipment of this marble up to the present is to Germany, in 
German bottoms, and German ships have made special arrange- | 
ments to strengthen their winches for this purpose. Efforts have 
been made during the past year to induce British lines to carry 
this cargo, but so far without effect. It may be that they are 
waiting for the traffic to become larger and more regular, but - 
if so foreign lines will have been in the field for some time. 

The green Cippolino marble at the south of Eubcea is being 
brought out now in larger quantities, as also is that from Tinos, 
and each of these marbles, more especially the former, is establish- 
ing a sound demand. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,614.) 


ARGENTINA. 
The Acting British Consul at Buenos Ayres reports that, 
according to figures furnished him through the 
Output of Gold. courtesy of Messrs. Arning & Co., of that city, 
the approximate production of refined gold for 
the whole Republic has been as follows for the years 1890 to 1900 
included :— 


Years. Quantity. 

Ozs. 


Tt is quite impossible to obtain the exact output of the Republic, 
as some ore is sent for assay to England by prospectors who 
make no mention of their shipments, and some of the. production 
of the Republic finds its way to the Pacific coast ports for 
shipment, but Messrs. Arning & Sons have collected. their data 
from various sources, and consider them the most approximately 
ae) the exact production. (Loreign Office, Annual Series, 

,615. 


690 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [June 20, 1901. 


YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


GREECE. 


H.M. Consul at the Pirzeus reports that a recently published return 

eincun gives the number of spinning mills in Greece 

Textiles of Native °° 20, having in operation 80,900 spindles with 

Produce. an annual production of 6,378,750 lbs., and 

E employing 3,000 hands. Pirzeus is the principal 

centre of this trade having seven mills and 63,700 spindles. The 

same return shows the number of cotton cloth factories in Greece 

to be 12, working in all 1,057 looms, with an annual production 
of 9,363,170 yds. of cloth, weighing 2,060,159 lbs. 

Five of these factories are in the Pirzus and work 853 looms, 
the rest are divided between Patras, Syra,and Argos. The Pirzeus 
cloth mills alone employ 783 hands out of a total of about 1,400. 

There are also four wool factories, two in Athens and two in the 
Pireeus, working 7,300 looms, employing over 400 hands, and 
producing about 412,500 yds., the value of which is estimated at 
about 60,2501. 

The produce of all these factories is almost entirely for local 
consumption, though a certain amount of it is exported annually to 
Turkey. 

Owing to the failure of the currant crop in 1900 over a large 
area of the Peloponnesus the peasants were too poor to purchase 
cloth and cotton goods to the same extent as in ordinary years, and 
the mills, therefore, had a large stock of produce on their hands ; as 
the price of raw material during the year was also exceptionally 
high, most of these factories ceased work for about a month in the 
autumn. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,614.) 


ITALY. 


H.M. Consul for Central Italy reports that silk weaving in Italy 

Silk Weavi seems to have improved considerably judging 

In ime. from the high export figure of the manufactured 

4 quality. The primitive Italian factories and 

obsolete hand machinery have given way to large establishments 

with modern appliances worked by steam or electricity. The 

number of factories is now returned at 2,084, and the operatives at 
172,356. 

Italy provides silk manufactures to several countries, foremost 
among which is the United Kingdom, followed by Switzerland, 
Turkey, Germany, United States of America, Austria-Hungary, 
Central and Southern America, and small quantities to France, 
Africa and Malta. 

The centres of the silk industry are in Lombardy (Milan, Como, 
and Bergamo), Piedmont and Venice. 

The United Kingdom is not a sufferer in consequence of the 
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increased local production of silk, but France is, and the industry, 
moreover, seems to have been organised on a large and permanent 
scale. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,616.) 


Next to silk in point of importance come cotton manufactures. 

Cotton These articles have kept pace with the silk 

ih aiitaataie industry, so much so that the number of spindles 

* has risen from 900,000 in 1880 to 1,900,000 

returned quite recently. Cotton factories are flourishing in 

Lombardy, Piedmont, Lucca, and in the Genoese district, and afford 

employment to 80,000 workmen, and the total annual value of the 

ear is set down at 12,000,0001. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,616. 


CHINA. 


H.M. Consul at Ichang, in a recent report, states that the export 

Sen Chtten of 276,126 lbs. of raw cotton in 1900 against 

Trade 5,002,274 lbs. in 1899, would seem to show a 

> very large falling off but that the export was 

much about the same. ‘I'he cotton was taken up last year in likin 

junks because it was cheaper than passing it through the Foreign 

Customs, in whose returns it therefore does not appear. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,619.) 


AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
Cora: Belnes, from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
the week ended the 15th inst., were as follow :— 
Wheat... os 278. 8d. 
Barley... 248, Od. 
For further particulars see p. 706. 


A Statement is published on p. 707, showing the quantities of 
;__ the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
imported into the United Kingdom during the 
uce. week ended the 15th inst., as well as of the 

imports during the corresponding week of 1900. 
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VENEZUELA. 
Referring to the ab lition of export duty on coffee from Venezuela 
State of the (see “Board of Trade Journal” for 9th May 


last, p. 807), H.M. Minister at Caracas, under 
Coffee Industry. ate of 4th May last, writes :— 

““The abolition of the export tax on coffee is looked upon here as 
a great boon, as its value has very much decreased, while at the 
same time it is stated that whereas 20 years ago the average 
yield was one pound of coffee per tree, the average yield to-day is 
not more than a quarter of a pound. The trees are old, the soil is 
exhausted, and I am told that many of the plantations look as if 
they were on the point of being abandoned. I myself have seen 
miles of coftee plantations in which the coffee plant itself was 
invisible owing to the bushes being smothered by creepers. A 
gentleman told me the other day, that having to foreclose 
mortgages on several large coffee plantations owing to the failure 
of payment of interest on the mortgages, he had found that, on an 
average, at least one-third of the trees had been thus destroyed 
while the others had been seriously injured. 

‘**The two chief causes for this state of the coffee industry—the 
staple one of the country —are :— 

“1. The long continued disturbances. I have heard of many 
cases when the coffee plantations have gone out of cultivation 
owing to the hands having been impressed to fight for one or other 
of the contending factions; communications, too, were rendered 
difficult if not impossible, there was no money to pay or feed the 
workmen, &c., &c., &c. 

“2. The other reason has been the voluntary neglect and 
abandonment of the properties. The system in vogue here is for 
the coffee brokers to advance money to the growers on the security 
of the crop for the payment of the expenses connected with its 
cultivation and gathering, and for his living expenses, he paying 
heavy interest on these advances. This was, of course, a ruinous 
system for the grower, but as long as prices remained high he was 
able to keep his head above water; now, however, that the price 
of coffee has fallen from a shilling to fivepence a pound he is no 
longer able to pay for the labour, or the interest on the advances, 
with the result that the plantations go out of cultivation and the 
mortgagee forecloses on what is frequently a valueless possession. 
As practically the whole wealth and purchasing power of this 
country depends upon its coffee, it will be understood how extra- 
ordinarily these have been reduced of late years. Venezuela with 
her coffee purchases, with the exception of meat, practically every 
other necessity as well as every luxury from abroad.” 


q 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 
The general state of employment during May was worse than a 


year ago. Compared with April it showed 

State ofthe j; During th th th 
ittle change. During the month there was a 
widespread fall in wages among coal miners 
and iron workers. 

In the 143 Trade Unions making returns, with an aggregate 
membership of 544,460, 19,487 (or 36 per cent.) were reported 
as unemployed at the end of May, compared with 3°8 per cent. 
in April, and with 2-4 per cent. in the 1388 Unions, with a 
membership of 531,608, from which returns were received for 
May, 1900. 

The above statement is based on 2,607 returns, viz., 1,811 from 
Employers, 639 from Trade Unions, and 157 from other sources. 


in May. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 


during the week ended the 13th inst. was 


Cotton Statistics. 36,621 and the number imported during the 
24 weeks ended the 13th inst. was 1,755,971. 


As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 13th. 


inst , 4,657 bales, and for the 24 weeks, 140,921. 
For further details see p. 705. 


Inquiries under the Boiler Explosions Act. 


A formal investigation was held at the Town Hall, Westminster, 


Seiten Gs the 10th and 11th inst.,into the circumstances 
attending the explosion of a boiler at the 
ry sor Sardinia Street Station of the Metropolitan 
Electric Supply Company, Limite, on the 17th 
November last. 
The boiler was one of the water-tube type, and at the time of 
the explosion it was in working connection with 12 other boilers 


Electric Supply 
Company’s Works. 


at a pressure of about 150 lbs. per square inch. A tube ruptured 


along its side for a length of about 3 feet 8 inches, and steam 
filling the boiler-room, one of the firemen was severely scalded 
and died the following day. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to the overheating 
of the tube until it became so weakened as to be unable to with- 
stand the pressure at which the boiler was being worked. They 
attached great importance to this case as showing the necessity for 
using good feed water, and they pointed out that boilers of this 
type could not be safely used unless great care was taken that the 
water was, as far as possible, cleared from solid matter in solution 
before being introduced into the boiler. 

The Court were of opinion that the water with which this boiler 
was fed was not fit for the purpose, and that-it-shou!d not have 
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been used without filtration, but having regard to the fact that the 
water had been in use for many years before the appointment of 
the chief and superintendent engineers to those positions, they 
found that no blame attached to them, and no order was made 
as to costs. 


A formal investigation into the circumstances attending the 
Euplosica at Car explosion of a vertical boiler at Carnaught’s 
“Farm, Shankbridge, was held at Ballymena on 
pans Farm, the 4th inst. 
Ball ridge, The boiler was used to supply steam to an 
—— engine which drove a threshing machine, and 
on the 8th March last it exploded, and a man who was in the 
vicinity was so severely scalded that he subsequently died. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to the wasting of 
the firebox plates until they had become so weak, by corrosion and 
grooving, as to be unable to withstand the pressure at which the 
boiler was worked; that the boiler had not been properly and 
sufficiently examined from time to time, and that the owner was 
to blame. 

The Court ordered the owner to pay the sum of 25/. towards the 
costs and expenses of the investigation. 


CANADA. 


According to the “ ” of Toronto of the 
etbien British Columbia Fish Glue and Oil Company, 
of Vancouver, has erected works on 

; Sound, and are engaged in making glue, fish 

oil, and fertilisers out of refuse, fish and fish offal, The fertiliser 
is already contracted for by a Honolulu firm—all that can be turned 
out. The fish oil is said to be a fine sample, and the output 
already sold ahead. Such glue as this is used by bookbinders, by 
hatters, by piano makers, by printers and furniture manufacturers. 


According to a communication received from the Dominion 
Electric Government Statistician at Ottawa, the total 
Lighting number of companies engaged in the produc- 

E tion and distribution of electric lights in 1900 
was 297, an increase of 22 over 1899. The number of lamps used 
was 694,837, an increase of 137,233 over 1899. The arc lamps, 
estimated to be ten times more powerful than the incandescent, 
numbered 11,587, an increase of 625. Ontario had 6,577 arc, and 

334,153 incandescent lights. All the provinces of the Dominion 

have adopted electric light systems. 


June 20, 1901.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 695 


Miscellaneous. 


TASMANIA. 


The “ Hobart Gazette” of 23rd April last publishes an interim 
statement showing the whole population of 
Population. Tasmania (not including adjacent smaller 
Islands) on the 3Jst March, 1901, to be 171,066 

as compared with 146,667, at the Census of 5th April, 1891. 


NEW ZEALAND. 


The “New Zealand Trade Review” of 2nd ult. publishes the 
following figures showing the value of the 


pe po - imports into and exports from the Colony of 
1901 » New Zealand for the first three months of 1901, 
: as compared with similar periods of 1899 and 
1900. 
Three Months ended 31st March. 
1899. 1900, 1901. 
Imports. £ £ £ 
erchandise ose «2,229,417 2,586,705 3,061,002 
Total...  £ 2230877 | 2,684,105 | 3,229,026 
orts. 
erchandise «| 4,298,920 5,290,843 4,584,689 
< “kh 4,301,310 | 5,293,734 | 4,586,643 


The decrease in the value of the exports in the first quarter of 
1901, as compared with 1900, is stated to be due to smaller ship- 
ments and lower valuations of wool. 


RUSSIA. 


H.M. Consul at Taganrog reports that it is with great difficulty and 
i hee even danger that the authorities endeavour to 
ioe regulate the fishing in the Azov and the 

: adjacent rivers. The Don river police have 


frequent skirmishes with fishermen in prohibited waters, fire-arms 
being freely used by the latter. 

At last an organisation, under very high patronage and com- 
posed of the most influential local personages, has been formed to 
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protect the fisheries. It is to be feared that the step has been too 
long delayed. The strait is literally blocked from side to side by 
an uninterrupted line of nets with so fine a mesh that nothing can 
escape. It is estimated that 60,000,000 of undersized herrings, 
‘consisting of little more than head and tail, were caught in 
1900. Some species of fish in the Azov have been completely 
extirpated, but the fertility of the herring is so extraordinary that, 
if energetic measures are taken at once, this valuable source of 
wealth may yet be saved from annihilation. The market price of 
full-sized fresh herrings this winter has averaged from 4d. to 5d. 
a-piece, and even higher prices have been paid. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,613.) 


NORWAY. 


The United States Consul at Gothenburg, in a report dated 
26th April last, quotes the following from the 
Gothenburg” Post :— 
to the Copenhagen newspaper 
© Borsen,’ the negotiations concerning the com- 
bination of the Scandinavian thatch factories are now nearly 
completed. The combination will include all the Danish match 
factories and several Swedish and one English match factory, which 
together will form a large joint-stock company, with a capital stock 
of about 5,400,000 kronor. No new shares wiil be issued for the 
time being. The company will have offices in the free port at 
Copenhagen and in Hamburg and London.” 


Combination of 


FRANCE. 


H.M. Consul at Dunkirk reports to the Foreign Office that during 
., the year 1900, although there was an increase 
— of 88,406 tons in the imports and 70,446 tons 
: in the exports, the entries of shipping at 

Dunkirk decreased by 29,848 tons. 

The two most important facts to note respecting the commerce 
of the port are the increase of 150,267 tons in the imports of coal, 
and of 129,593 tons in the exports of sugar. 

The quantity of the principal articles imported into Dunkirk 
during the year 1900 amounted to 1,853,631 tons, as compared 
with 1,765,225 tons in the preceding year. 

This total, which includes all merchandise entering Dunkirk by 
sea, coasting trade excepted, shows an increase of 88,406 tons. In 
the coasting trade 167,380 tons entered the port, being an increase 
of 8,323 tons. 
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The quantity of the principal articles exported from Dunkirk in 
ria amounted to 509,901 tons, as compared with 439,455 tons in’ 

The above total of 509,901 cons does not include the goods 
shipped from Dunkirk coastwise, which amounted to 433,613 tons, 
a decrease of 44,931 tons compared with the preceding year. 
(Foreiqn Office, Annual Series, 2,607.) 


In the same report the Consul writes as follows we ert anaoat 
. duction of the metric system of weights an 

deme in Tra de, measures would, I think, fem our manufacturers 

‘to hold their own in the increasing competition 
for trade, for buyers are much annoyed when they have to convert 
their orders from the metric system into our complicated weights 
and measures. A short time ago a large order was sent to a British 
firm, but as metrical weights and measures were given, it was 
returned with the request that, to have it executed, the buyer must 
reduce them into English weights and measurements. Comment 
upon this is scarcely necessary.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 


2,607.) 


H.M. Consul at Bordeaux in his recent report gives the following 

Trade of tables, supplied to him by the Bordeaux 

Bordeaux in 1900 Customs, showing the quantities of the prin- 

‘cipal articles imported into and exported from 

Bordeaux in the years 1899 and 1900, distinguishing the trade 
with the United Kingdom. 


Imports into Bordeaux. 


1899. 1900. 
Principal Articles. From | 
| United other || United other 
| Kingdom. | Countries. |) Kingdom. | Countries. 
| | 
Salt and fish ... Cwts. 1,226 786,423 1,497 1,000,366 
Wool ... 26,925 306, 892 23,708 | 233,431 
Oleaginous grain and f.uits 173 593, 535 364 744,757 
Cereals and rice ane Ss 6,851 | 1,577 096 13,707 788,806 
Timber ove 43 1,407,185 | 1,521 2,700,568 
Wines . Galls. 17,039 |23,419,183 4,747 15,070,739 
Coal and coke 812 | 838,950 4,242 
Tron and steel os Cwts.| 115,176 104,147 180,206 182,947 
Copper, lead, and tin 21,322 7,100 14,600 13,648 
Chemicals... 789,570 397,815 | 478,749 360,713 


Machinery... 41,690 | 93,287 i 37,513 144,317 
| | iI 
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Exports from Bordeaux. 


| 1899, | 1900. 
( 
Trincipal Articles. | 
Kingdom. Countrics. Kingdom. | Gountries, 
Wines... Galls. 4.765,770 {13,523,281 | 3.861,962 | 14,291,743 
Spirits ... 142.305 853,752 154,934 919,749 
Fruits, 1re:h, dried, and in 
Cwts.) 164,231 177,166 276,614 302,610 


syrup 
Gums, resin, resinous oils and H 


turpentines... ans os 57,077 181,591 | 60,628 289,020 
Vegetables,freshand preserved ., | 150,650 71,596 124,488 59,661 
Fish, salted and preserved ... ., | 36,384 398,424 39.615 489,118 
Pit-wood seb = .. Tons 507,396 6,448 529,726 4,230 
Chemicals... Cwts.| 132,392 201,023 119,723 210,796 
Pottery, porcelain, and glass ., 111,495 187,403 112,807 215,328 
Jewellery eee 1,613 411,876 1.216 315,425 


H.M. Consul at Bordeaux reports that the quantity of pit-wood 
: exported from that port in 1900 amounted to 
a aidaes: 534,000 tons, a slight increase on the previous 
* year, and very much less than would have been 
had prices not been forced up in May from the normal figure of 
about 17s. ex ship at Cardiff to about 2/. 2s. per ton. This abnormal 
price was not, however, long maintained, for pit-wood consumers 
looked to other markets, and by the end of June the ruling price in 
the Bristol Channel ports was once more 17s. ‘The average price 
for the year may be put at 10s. 6d. f.o.b. Bordeaux, and the 
average freight at 6s. to 6s. 6d. per ton, although as much as 9s, 
was paid in the month of May. 


The British Vice-Consul at Pauillac says that the falling- 
off of the supply of pit-wood from the pine forests of the 
Gironde and the department of the Landes must be referred 
to two principal causes :—(1) ‘The considerably increased market 
value of resinous products and consequent disposition on the 
part of proprietors to keep the maritime pine standing so long 
as the tapping continues remunerative ; (2) The destructive forest- 
fires during the hot and dry summers of recent years, especially 
that of 1898, which reduced vast tracts of denzely-timbered 
country to its former state of moorland. There is yet another 
explanation: When the market value of resin fell some years 
since to a very low figure and there seemed small likelihood of 
recovery many proprietors of forest land, pressed by the need of 
realising, cleared out most of their trees that could be turned into 
ready morey, and the young ones that were then spared, because 
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they had little or no value, are now in full vigour and sap. In 
order to ensure a sufficient supply of pit-wood at Pauillac for 
return cargoes in 1901 it is proposed to bring it in lighters across 
the river from the Saintonge, where the pine forests, although not 
so extensive as those of the Gironde, have been less used for 
timber. The price of pit-wood at Pauillac alongside the ship rose 
at the end of 1900 to 14 fr. (11s. 2d.) per ton. 

The British Vice-Consul at Bayonne reports that from the com- 
mencement of last year to the end of March, the price of pit-wood 
was about the same as that of 1899; the rates quoted being 
9s., 93. 6d., and 10s. per ton f.o.b. Boucau-Bayonne. But in the 
month of April, when the season for the sale of resin commences, 
the price for essence of turpentine rose to a very high figure, and 
it became very difficult to induce proprietors to sell their trees. A 
syndicate had by contract to deliver in the United Kingdom some 
300,000 to 400,000 tons of pit-wood, but, owing to their not having 
purchased the necessary quantity in the department of the Landes, 
the prices commenced to rise from 8s. to 8s. 10d. per ton in 
waggons at Boucau up to 9s. 6d., 10s., and 10s, 6d. in April, and 
even Ils, 3d., 12s. and 12s. 10d. in May. The merchants, in order 
to fulfil their engagements, were obliged to pay 14s. 5d. per ton, 
in fact the price being in one case as high as 16s., and the British 
importers who had failed to contract in advance with the French 
merchants were compelled to pay 18s. to 20s. per ton f.o.b. In 
spite of these figures the prices fluctuated considerably, some 
shipments, it appears, being sold at Cardiff over 40s. per ton, the 
rate of freight being from 8s. to 9s. per ton. Owing to the high 
prices ruling, three inembers of the Bordeaux Syndicate were sent 
to the United Kingdom to prove to their buyers the impossibility 
of carrying out their contract at the rate of 10s. 6d. per ton, and 
it was accordingly decided to extend the delivery over several 
months. Meanwhile, the proprietors, enticed by the high prices, 
cut down their trees to such an extent that the market was glutted, 
rates accordingly fell considerably, reaching as low a figure as 
10s. 8d., or even less in September, and 9s. 8d. in the last three 
months; while the price in the United Kingdom dropped to 
10s. 6d. and 11s. 6d. per ton, 

From the commencement of 1901 to the present time prices 
have not fluctuated much, though owners expect to see similar 
rates as last year and during the same months. 

Pit-props were selling at 11s. 3d. to 12s. per ton, at the date of 
the Consul’s report ; the exporters, however, did not consider these 
rates would increase, as the price of resin was then 2/. 12s. 
compared with 3/. 16s. for the same period of last year. 

It must, however, be noted that although several trees are cut 
down to thin the forests and are used as pit-wood, the stocks are 
very limited ; the demands of the French and Belgian mines being 
very considerable. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,612.) 
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ITALY. 


H.M. Consul for Central Italy reports that the vintage of 1900 

showed a falling-off as compared with that of 1899 

Wine Trade. by 57,200,000 gallons, the total return having 

been rendered at 657,800,000 gallons against 

715,000,000 gallons in 1899. The vintage crop, however, was 
approximately a normal one. 

The disease affecting the vine (peronospera) continues to be 
most energetically treated by means of chemical substances in 
which sulphate of copper predominates, and hopes are generally 
entertained that the disease will be ultimately stamped out. It is 
a well-known fact that wine is one of Italy’s chief sources of wealth, 
and that thousands of vine growers and land owners are entirely 
dependent on the profits which it yields. 

From the general return of exports in 1900 it is seen that no less 
than 41,149,042 gallons of wine in casks and bottles were exported 
to the United Kingdom, Austria-Hungary, Central America, and 
Switzerland, the total value of which is laid down at over 2,500,000/. 
The United Kingdom purchases of Italy something like 500,000 


-gallons of wine in casks and bottles every year, a good portion of 


which is represented by the Marsala brand. Several attempts 
have been made in order to open a large market in the United 
Kingdom for Italian wines, but the results have been discouraging. 
Italian wines seem to taste sour to British palates which are 
accustomed to the French brands. 

Italy is now, however, producing milder types of wine. ‘The 
sparkling white wines compare very favourably with the more 
expensive brands manufactured elsewhere. 

On 25th March, 1900, a Taw was published wherein certain 
penalties are laid down against adulterators of wine. The 
maximum of penalty is inflicted upon the adulterators of wine 
intended for exportation. The law is quite properly intended not 
only to protect the home trade but also foreign consumers. 
The names of offenders are posted up in a prominent place in the 
Chamber of Commerce and in the Municipal Office of the 
province where they have their place of business, and at the 
Italian Consular office in the town to which the adulterated 
wine was exported. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,616.) 


SPAIN. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of Ist inst. contains a Royal Order dated 

31st May modifying the existing Law with 

Trade Marks. reference to Trade Marks. The Decreeconsists 
of three articles, which are as follow:— 

Article 1.—From the date of this Decree the period within which 

the concession of a manufacturer’s or trader’s mark may be opposed 


June 20, 1901.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 701 


Miscellaneous. 


is reduced _to 60 days, wherever may be the residence of the 
opposer. This period is to count from the date of the insertion of 
the “cliché” of the mark it is sought to register in the official 
“ Bulletin of Intellectual and Industrial Property,” or in whatever 
publication may be hereafter substituted for this. 

Article 2.—The concession or refusal of the mark by the 
Directorate-General of Agriculture, Industry and Commerce is to 
be decided upon inevitably within 15 days following the termination 
of the period indicated in the former Article. The resolution is to 
be published in the first number of the Official Bulletin anova 
referred to which may appear after it has been decreed. 

Article 3.—The marks hitherto published for confirmation or 
otherwise are to be subject to the periods determined by the Royal 
Decree of 1st September, 1888. 


GREECE. 


H.M. Consul at the Pirseus reports that, the Greek shipbuilding 
bad i and engineering trade continues to make 
is a constant increase in the 
Taine eo number of ships under the Greek flag. Many 
try of these ships are bought, refitted, and repaired 
by the firms of the Pirzeus. Several merchant steamers of some 
3,000 tons were repaired, and two steamers, one French and the 
other Greek, which had been in collision and had had their bows 
badly damaged were successfully repaired. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,614.) 


FRENCH WEST AFRICA. 

The figures in the following table, showing the value of the trade 
of the Ivory Coast and Senegal in 1900 as 
Trade in 1900. compared with 1899, are taken from statistics 
published in the “F euille de Renseignements de 
YOffice Colonial ” for the 15th inst. The figures for Dahomey and 
French Guinea, as published in previous numbers of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal,” are added here in order to render the table of 
French West African trade more complete. The statistics for the 

French Congo are not yet available. 


Trade of French West Africa in 1899-1900. 


' Imports. | Exports. 
1399. | 1900, | 1899. 1900. 
£ £ | £ ac 
Senegal ... 2,002,000 | 1,872,000 || 943,000 | 1,317,000 
French Guinea 618,000 571,000 | 310,000 341,000 
Ivory Coast 936,000 363,000 233,000 323,000 
Dahomey ... -494,000 553,009 509,000 572,000 
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PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA. 
The Acting British Consul at Mozambique reports that the trade 


ee of that port has for many years been on the 
M “+ thee decline, and the past year shows no exception 
1900 to this. The wholesale European firms estab- 


lished there have done very little business 
during the past year, and the retail trade is, as in all the east 
coast ports, in the hands of Indian traders. Several reasons may 
be suggested for the falling-off of local trade, such as the opening 
up of the ports on the mainland, viz... Pemba Bay, Ibo, and 
Parapat, which markets, formerly supplied from Mozambique, 
now import direct; the difficulty of remitting money to other 
parts of the world owing to the loss on exchange and the 
exorbitant charges made by the local bank; and, perhaps the most 
important of all, the lack of energy in opening up the huge 
territories on the mainland for native trade, natives of the country 
within a few miles of the littoral being in an unsettled rebellious 
condition, disowning all authority, and permitting of no settled 
systems of trade being exploited. It was expected, however, that 
this would to a certain extent be remedied during 1901 owing to the 
exertions of the Nyasa company in opening up the northern part 
of the Mozambique province, and of the Government in garrisoning 
and taking in hand the administration of the southern half. 
- The following table shows the value of the imports and exports 
into and from Mozambique during the years 1898-1900 :— 


Year. Imports. Exports. Total. 

£ £ £ 
90,351 62,434 152,785 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,608.) 


In the same report it is stated that direct trade with the United 
_ Kingdom is very small. This is attributed to a 
a large extent to there being no British firm 
Memasbiqns. established at Mozambique, foreign houses 
naturally dealing with their own countries 

wherever possible. Another reason given by one of the most 
important business houses for the small trade done with the 
United Kingdom was that British merchants would not take the 
trouble to consider such small orders as necessarily come from 
Mozambique, and do not care to sell less than 1,000 pieces of 
printed goods of one pattern, whereas a foreign house will sell 
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a much smaller quantity, which enables a trader to obtain a 
greater variety for the same money, and also enables him to keep 
a smaller stock and hence run less chance of loss caused by the 
deterioration of goods in a tropical climate. 

Another drawback to British trade is, that price-lists and 
catalogues are always, or nearly always, printed in English, and 
as the English speaking and reading population is limited such 
catalogues are seldom or never studied. 

Firms wishing to get a hold of trade in Portuguese colonies 
must publish their catalogues in either Portuguese or French, and 
in all cases give prices and quantities in the Portuguese or metric 
systems. 

Although there is but little direct British trade, there is a 
very considerable indirect trade through British Indian houses, 
which have practically the monopoly of the retail trade in the 
province. These houses import largely from Bombay direct. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,608.) 


The Acting British Consul also reports that during 1900 the 
Nyasa Company—an Anglo-Portuguese com- 
pany with headquarters at Lisbon—has taken 
in hand the administration of the northern 
half of the Mozambique province, and has made immense strides 
in the development of the country. The head station is at Pemba 
Bay, the new town being known as Port Amelia. A road has 
been commenced from the port to Lake Nyasa, work being carried 
on from both extremities. Administrative stations Lave been 
established in the interior and garrisoned with Portuguese and 
native troops. It is intended to construct a telegraph from Port 
Amelia to the lake, part of the material for this being already to 
hand. A scheme for the construction of a railway to the lake has 
aiso been started in order to compete for the carrying trade of 
Lake Nyasa and the northern territories. (Foreiyn Office, Annual 
Series, 2,608.) 


The Nyasa 
Company. 


ARGENTINA. 


The Acting British Consul at Buenos Ayres reports that the butter 

industry has received somewhat of a stimulus 
Dairy Industry. recently, one company having exported 6,000 

boxes lately. Butter merchants in London are 
said to be enquiring for Argentine butter, and it is only a question 
of time and of seizing opportunities for butter-making to become 
one of the staple industries of the Republic. Capital is, however, 
needed to establish depéts in places where the butter can be received 
as collected from small farmers, and there stored until a sufficient 
quantity is gathered to make up a shipment. In a country of 
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great distances and comparatively restricted transportation facilities, 
perishable articles are naturally set aside and ignored, and 
.preference given to articles more easily handled and shipped. 

The cheese made in the Republic is already well-known, but its 
export has actually fallen off, while importation is increasing 
every year. Yet excellent cheese can be and is made at Carcaraiia 
and in a dairy farm near Mar del Plata, the former in the American, 
the latter in the British fashion, both being far superior to Dutch 
cheese, which is also largely imported. (foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,615.) 


The Acting British Consul at Buenos Ayres, in a recent report to 
. sie the Foreign Office, after alluding to some of 
advantages the Argentine Republic has as 


et a field for immigration and some of the draw- 
Emigration to backs, tenders the following advice to British 
Asgention. emigrants thinking of going there :— 


‘* Before, however, any British subject comes 
to this country, with a view to making it his home and earning his 
living by farming, he should be provided with three requisites: 
(1) capital ; (2) a knowledge of the Spanish language ; (3) common 
sense, which embodies all and every principle of being able to 
hold his own in a strange country. Numbers of letters have been 
received in this Consulate during the past year from Canada, 
Australia, Tasmania, New Zealand and the United Kingdom, 
written by men who have had many years’ experience in those 
countries and yet who want to come to a country of whose 
language they are totally ignorant to make a living by farming, 
under conditions very dis-similar to those they are used to. 

“ Clerks who wish to come to this country to seek employment 
should reflect very seriously. The pay of a clerk in a bank, or 
insurance, or shipping office is from 80/. to 100/. a year ; the hours 
of employment are longer than in the United Kingdom and the 
cost of living is more than double. I know that for any permanent 
and good situation the applications are twenty-fold more than the 
requirements. It must be remembered also that the sons of many 
British subjects who came out here 10 or 15 years ago are now 
young men with a knowledge of the country and its language 
ready and willing to fill positions for which Englishmen just out 
from home would be useless. 

“ For the British labouring classes generally this country does 
not offer the same opportunities that are to be found in the British 
colonies, the numbers of Italians, Spaniards, Basques, &c., here 
causing too keen a competition for them.” (foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,615.) 


| 
- 

| 

| 
| 

» 
| 
| 
! 
} 
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Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 24 Weeks ended 13th June, 1901. 


| 
Week ended (| 24 Weeks ended 


wa 13th June, | 13th June, 
901. 
| 
| IMPORTS. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. : 
Brazilian ... was | 699 17,833 
Egyptian... | 100 | 173,937 
ren | 36,621 1,755,971 
EXPorRTs. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
Brazilian ... eve ove 835 
East Indian aye 278 19,431 
Egyptian ... one ov 855 27,363 
90 3,017 


4,657 140,921 


| | 
| 
| 
| 
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Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
15th June, 1901, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


— Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Qrs. Pus. 
Wheat see eee ove 46,764 0 27 8 
Barley ove oes 1,404 2 24 0 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1897 to 1900 :— 


Quantities Sold. i Average Price. 
Corre- 
nding 
eek in i 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. . Wheat. Barley. | Oats. 


1897 e-| 30,771 5 1,313 2] 4,689 6 27 23 18 0 
1898 18,788 3 231 5] 2,445 2 42 4 26 1 20 5 
1899 | 75,465 5 626 4] 5,594 7 25 7 23 #1 17 10 
1900 --.| 55,340 6 1,486 7) 7,223 1 | 25 6 23 8 18 11 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


| 

i 

q 
| 
| i 
Qrs. Qrs. Bus.) Qrs. s. | d, 

| | 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
15th June, 1901, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 
Week ended | Correspond- 
a 15th June, ing week 
1901. in 1900. 
N 
en, cows, an VOB wee umber. 13,586 12,410 
Sheep and lambs... 9,014 5,815 
Swine eee eee eee eee ” 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef Cwts. 88,990 80,703 
Mutton eee eee eee oe ” 46,968 54,924 
§ .lted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon ooo ove ove Cwts. 111,374 130,087 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... ‘~ 11,404 11,564 
Meat, preserved, otherwise thanby salting 15,922 8,682 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Margarine ... 16,186 15,989 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums*... ste 
» preserved, other kinds* ... 22 
Grt, Hunar, 353,784 574,046 
Poultry and Value £ 12,554 5,218 
Rabbits, di (not tinned) see Cwts. 169 13,615 
grain, meal and flour :— 
Cwts. 1,666,200 2,478,200 
Wheat-meal and flour ... 684,400 
Barley ” 365,900 207,300 
eee eee ose 400 368,700 
4 26,500 4,100 
Maize orIndiancorn .. ... 1,547,000 1,393,600 
Fruit, raw :— 
Apples Cwts, 4,908 621 
pricots peaches ... ove eee ” 626 
Bananas Bunches. 57,184 25,325 
Cherries oe eee ee 28,630 23,097 
Currants ... ose ” 84 
Grapes... eco ose oie 138 129 
Plums oo eee 10 
Strawberries eee eee eee ” 8,155 10,882 
Tons. 1,795 2,030 
Cwts, 1.241 278 
Vv es, Taw :— 
ions eee eee Bushels. 83,998 99,756 
Potatoes ... Cwts, 391,813 413,510 
Tomatoes ... 28,483 29,066 
Unenumeratea ... Value £ 11,729 17,638 
Preserved by canningt ... abe 2,959 
* In 1900 these were not shown separately. 
+ Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1900. 


> 
| 
q 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of May, 1901, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 83d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Biward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1900 [Volume I.], may be 
purchased at a cost of 5s. 10d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
gives, as regards the present volume, Abstract Tables for the years 
1896-1900, and detailed statement of imports and exports of each 
article (from and to each country). The second volume will contain 
details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, tranship- 
ments, and articles in bond. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month. The number published on the 15th inst. 
ontains special articles on the State of the Labour Market in 
May: The Price of Bread: The Wages of Coal-miners: Workmen’s 
Insurance in Austria: Prices of Coal and Iron: Legal Cases 
affecting Labour, &c., &c. 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 


Commercial No. 4 (1901). eports from H.M. Representatives 
Abroad respecting Bounties on Shipbuilding, &e. [Cd. 596.] 
Price 5d. 

This return, which is issued as continuing and supplementing 
Commercial No. 2 of 1898, contains particulars as to bounties paid 
during each of the last ten years in Austria, Belgium, France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Russia, Sweden and 
Norway on the construction and running of ships, whether such 
bounties are paid as postal subsidies or otherwise. The return 
also contains statements of the movement of shipping and of sea- 
borne trade during the same period in each of the countries named. 
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Government Publications. 
FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
Tue following Reports of the Annual Series, which have been issued 
¢rom H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the undermentioned 
places since lst January, 1901, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 
No. Place. | Price 
2545 Somali Coast Protectora 
2546 Mexico see ose 
2548 Russia—Agriculture of the Odessa District, 1900 ... 
2549 | Egypt (1899 and half of 1900) ... a my! A 
2551 Germany, Estimates for 1901 __... see 
2552 Bosnia and Herzegovina (1899) ... ade 
2553 Servia (1899 and 1900) ... ase 
2555 | Angola (1899) .. 
2557 Trade, &c., of Thessaly (1900) 13d. 
2559 Italy, Finances for 1900—91 
2560 Spain (1899) ... cool 
2561 Samoa (1900) . 
2562 Havre (1900) ... Bd, 
2563 Ancona (1900) .. 1d. 
2564 Hiogo and Osaka. P 1}d. 
2566 | Chicago (1900)... 344. 
2567 | Coquimbo (1899) hd. 
2568 German Kast Africa (1900) 3d. 
2369 | La Rochelle (1900) 1}d. 
2570 Baltimore (1900) 2d. 
2571 | Texas (1900) .:. 
2572 Charleston (1900) lid. 
2573 The Morea (1900) 13d. 
2574 Pomerania (1900) - 34d. 
2575 Switzerland (1900) 1d. 
2576 Chemnitz (1900) 6d. 
2577 Amsterdam (1900) ld. 
2578 | Poland and Lithuania (1900) a 4d. 
2581 | New York (1900) 
2582 Calais (1900) ... ase 23d. 
2583 Trieste (1900) ... lid. 
2584 | Palestine (1900) 14d. 
2585 Nicaragua (1900) 1d. 
2586 Corunna (1900) 2d. 
2587 | Aleppo (1900) ... lid. 
2588 | Trebizond (1900) hd. 
2589 Faroe Islands (1900) ‘ és ld, 
2590 Stockholm (1900) | 3d. 
2591 Pernambuco (1900) |. 2d. 
2592 | Cadiz (1900)... 
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FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS—Continued. 


No. Place. Price. 

2593 Ghent (1900) ... Ide 

2595 Japan (1900) ... 

2596 Brest (1900) ... ld. 

2598 Bilbao (1900) ... 23d. 

2599 The Cyclades (1900) _... 

2602 Porto Alegre (1900)... 24d. 

2605 Canary Islands (1900) ... 

2612 | Bordeaux (1900) 8d. 

2615 Buenos Ayres (1900) ... 

2621 | Philadelphia (1900) _ ... 

2625 Pondicherry and Karikal (1900) ... 

2626 New Caledonia (1900) ... asc 

2627 | Beira (1900) ... Ad. 

2630 Inhambane (1900) = | 


Miscellaneous Series. 
The following Report from H.M. Representatives abroad on subjects of 
— and commercial interest has also been issued since 1st January, 
901, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. | Price, 
546 France.—Preparation of French Plums ... a ose 5 
547 Brazil.—Report on the State of Maranhav he. 
548 United States.—Beet Sugar Industry __... 
549 Germany.—Colonial Estimates for 1901 ... 
550 United States.—Zinc Industry ... 9d. 
551 Africa.—Veterinary Work in British East Africa and Uganda) 

Protectorates (1898—1900)__... ose 
552 France,—Production of Normandy Cider ... 
5538 Germany.—German Iron Trade in 1899 and 1900 .., | gd. 
554 Austria-Hungary.—Sugar Industry of Bohemia _... on] 
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Treaty Series. 
The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January 
1901, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. —- Price. 


1 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Germany. 

, Telative to China 4d. 
2 Convention between the United ‘Kingdom and Japan for the 
protection of the estates of deceased persons = 4d. 
3 Accession of the Kingdom of Sweden to the Venice Sanitary 
Convention of 19th March, 1897, and to the Declaration 
additional thereto 4d, 
4 Agreement, additional, to the Convention between the United 
Kingdom and France of 8th December, 1882, — to 
the exchange of Telegraph Money Orders ... ove 1d. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
lst January, 1901, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 
No Place. Price. 
320 British Solomon Islands 1d, 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increasing 
demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as 
it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish this new 
branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recommenda- 
tions contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee composed not 
only of representatives of the various Government Departments concerned, 
but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, which was 
appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was requested to 
consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and of dissemi- 
nating among those interested prompt and accurate information upon 
commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, and 
the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become a 
centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it 
is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may be 
addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, 8.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
(under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who recently 
acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into the condition 
and prospects of British trade in certain South American countries. The 
“Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application being made to it, to 
supply information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commercial 
Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs; Eacise and 
“ Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and Tonnage dues, and other chargés on 
Shipping ; Customs Regulations ; Consular Fees ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers ; Trading Licenses ; Foreign and 
Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties; Lists 
of Firms engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, &c., ke. 
An Inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the * 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through which 
intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general information is 
conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close of 1899, was 
issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 
London, E.C., price 25d. 
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